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EXT. DAY - DRI VEWAY - BOSTON MASSACHUSETTS - SEPTEMBER

Grls are | oading soccer equi pment into the back of a
m nivan as they giggle. A black Lab | eaps into the vehicle.

DENI SE W LLI AMS
Hurry girls, we need to | eave.

LI Z WLLI AMS
Okay nom jeez. Let's go guys.

The crowded minivan travels down the busy street.

LI Z
Mom turn around. | forgot mny gear.

Frustrated, Denise turns back to the driveway.

LI Z (cont'd)
Thanks, npm

DENI SE
Li z, make sure you are not forgetting
anything else. W are |ate.
Li z surveys the circular driveway and yard.

LI Z
This is all |1 need. Nothing el se here
to bring with us.
Deni se points out the w ndow shaking her finger.

DENI SE
Liz, you're forgetting your father!

Rl CHARD W LLI AMVS
Do | need to be a ball to be seen?

All the girls snicker. N kita secures equi pnent.

CUT TO

EXT. DAY - SOCCER FI ELD - MANY PEOPLE - SUNNY

They arrive at the ganme with nonents to spare. The excited
girls rush onto the field at different speeds.

DENI SE
These girls keep ne chuggi ng coff ee.

Ri chard sm | es, kissing Denise on the cheek.



Rl CHARD
This is what we prayed for!

Deni se hugs Richard and ki sses his cheek.

Rl CHARD (cont' d)
Qur girls are our life, baby!

The gane is vigorous and conpetitive. Famly and friends
cheer enthusiastically. Liz runs over to her nom

LI Z
["mthirsty! Wiat do we have?

DENI SE
You know what we have, Liz. You
hel ped pack it in the car.

LI Z
Mom chill out. I"ma kid. | forget
t hi ngs. Love ya!

Deni se and Ri chard shake their heads as Liz rushes back out
onto the crowded fi el d.

DENI SE
Do you think we spoil our daughter?

Richard roars with a snle

Rl CHARD
Honey, we are parents. W are not
perfect beings. W try, just |ike any
ot her parents do for their kids.

Deni se smles then takes Samfor a wal k. Liz nmakes a
trenmendous save for the teamby falling on her chest. Slowy
she wal ks off the field rubbing under her shoul der bl ade.

LI Z
Dad, where's nonf

RI CHARD
Liz, that was a great save. D d you
get hurt on the play, honey?
Li z groans whil e rubbing her chest. N kita holds her.

Rl CHARD (cont' d)
Momis wal king Sam Can | hel p?

LI Z
No Dad, nom has to check ne!



Deni se returns with Sam and she inspects Liz.

DENI SE
Honey, | think it's a pulled nuscle
or maybe an inner bruise. Anyway, the
gane is over and you won! | have

medi ci ne at hone for you.

Li z cautiously hugs her nom then gently wal ks to her
friends and joins in the celebration of victory.

CUT TO

INT. THAT NIGHT - LIZ'S HOVE - DI NNER TI ME
Deni se renpves oi ntnent fromthe kitchen cabi net.

DENI SE
Liz, conme into the bathroomso | can
rub this on your chest.

LI Z
Mom can you just do it here? | am
eating nmy dinner and it is mad yummy.

Deni se points Liz to the bathroom

DENI SE
No, we cannot do it here. Your father
is at the table and you are a
maturing girl. Now in the bathroom

Rl CHARD
I can take ny dinner in the other
roomif needed.

DENI SE
Ri chard, sit down and eat!

Ri chard i medi ately obeys his wfe.
In the colorful bathroomthe girls sit on a bench.

DENI SE (cont' d)
Liz. I think you have a good nuscl e
sprain of sonme sort. If it stil
hurts in a few days, we will go see
t he doctor for an x-ray.

Liz fearfully shakes her head as Denise m|dly caresses the
creaminto Liz's athletically toned young body.



The girls return to the kitchen.

Rl CHARD
Feeling better, princess?

Li z adjusts her clothing.

LI Z
Yup! Healed by Dr. Mom

Parents beam at one anot her.
Early two a.m Liz is shaking her nomin bed.

LI Z (cont'd)
Mom wake up. My chest hurts.

Ri chard awakes first. Then he wakes Deni se.

DENI SE
VWhat is it, Liz?

Liz is crying, clutching her chest.

LI Z
My chest is burning. | can't sleep.

Deni se tenderly nessages Liz's upper chest, as Richard
enters the bathroom Wen he returns the girls are gone.

Rl CHARD
Deni se, Liz, where are you guys?

Ri chard sees a light on downstairs, and rushes down.

DENI SE
It's okay, Richard. | have tonorrow
of f. Go back to bed. Liz nust have
torn the nuscle pretty good.

Rl CHARD
If you say so. But wake ne if you
need ne. Momw || take care of you,
sweet heart. You'll be fine.

Ri chard ki sses them both. He and Samreturn to bed.

LI Z
Mom |'mscared. | don't want to be
hurt. | hate being sick in any way.

Deni se lovingly brings Liz's head cl ose to hers.



DENI SE
W will sleep down here tonight, and
wat ch funny shows for awhile.

LI Z
And snack on junk food!

Soon nmom and daughter cuddl e together surrounded by a pile
of sweets, chips, soda, and a beggi ng dog.

CUT TO

EXT. DAY - THAT DAY - STREET

Richard is a police officer and he phones honme to check on
how Liz is feeling.

Rl CHARD
Hi , honey! How are you feeling today?
LI Z
Hi, Dad, nuch better thanks!
Rl CHARD
Wonder ful news, honey. I'mso glad to
hear it. Please have nomcall ne when
she has a chance. | |ove you
LI Z
Yup, okay. | love you too!

CUT TO

I NT. SAME DAY - MOMENTS LATER - LIZ'S HOVE

LI Z
Mom pl ease call dad when you can. He
wants to speak with you

Deni se yells fromthe other room

DENI SE
kay, sure thing sweetie. Thanks!

Liz's girlfriends are visiting as they get ready to | eave
her house.

LI Z
Ww, so nmuch fun! You guys are nmad
cool. I amso lucky. Bye guys!



CUT TO

I NT. THAT NI GHT - RESTAURANT

Ri chard flags down the maitre d and secures a table within
the busy famly-style establishnent.

DENI SE
Ri chard, you surprised Liz and I
LI Z
Yeah dad, You're pretty cool for an
ol d guy, | guess.
Rl CHARD

A d guy! | bench pressed a | ot of
wei ght today in the police gym

Ri chard flexes his muscles. The girls laugh and | ook around,
hopi ng no one has seen him

LI Z
Dad, |ike really!

The girls cannot stop making fun of Richard.

Rl CHARD
| don't mnd being a fool for ny
beauti ful | adies.

The trio enjoys a hearty nmeal. Richard | eaves a twenty-
dollar tip on the glass table for the waitress.

LI Z
Dad, that's |ike nmad noney you gave
her. Way so nuch?

Rl CHARD
Because she gave us nmad great
service, and it's mad worKk.

DENI SE
Yes, Liz. Wrking in a restaurant
requires people to nove fast and have
a great nmenory for their custoners.

LI Z
Do they get free food?

Ri chard and Deni se now | augh at Liz. Liz suddenly grabs her
chest with a grinmace, and |leans forward in her chair.



DENI SE
What's wong, Liz?

Rl CHARD
That does it. You are going to the
Doct or tonorrow.

CUT TO

I NT. THE NEXT DAY - DOCTOR S OFFI CE

A crowded waiting roompronpts Liz to twirl her hair and
i nspect the silent group.

NURSE AMY
Liz WIIlians.

LI Z
Yes. That's ne.

NURSE AMY
Doctor Priti wll see you now.

DENI SE
Cone baby, let's go see the nice
doctor. She will help you.

Liz is conforted by her nother's words.

DR PRI TI
H, Liz! | haven't seen you for sone
time. But | guess that is good,
right? No need spending tinme here.

Li z securely grasps her nom s hand.

LI Z
Yes, ma'am I|t's been sone tine.

Dr. Priti sits on a swivel chair in the examroom

DR. PRI TI
Pl ease, sit down |adies. Tell ne what
is going on with you, Liz.

Liz stares at her nom The doctor, watching Liz grip
Deni se's hand, and attenpts to rel ax Liz.

DR. PRI TI (cont'd)
| know how you feel, honey. My
daughters do the same with ne. Grls
al ways feel secure beside their nom



DENI SE
Doctor, Liz nade a big save the other
day at her game and she has been
havi ng this chest pain ever since. W
are very concer ned.

The doctor presses her hands on Liz's chest.

DR PRITI
Where does it hurt, honey?

LI Z
In the upper right corner. It feels
i ke a radiating burning pain.

Doctor Priti listens to her lungs and heartbeat. And then
reads her bl ood pressure.
DR PRI TI
Well, your vitals are nornmal

Deni se and Liz express delight at this news.

DR. PRI TI (cont'd)
Let ne run sone tests to be sure. W
can have an x-ray and bl ood tests
done today. I'Il call you with any
news. For now, try to rest a |lot and
keep rubbing on nuscle cream

DENI SE
Thank You, Doctor. | feel at ease
now. | know nmy husband will too.
DR. PRI TI

Yes, our husbands can be bigger
worriers than us wonen.

Li z finishes dressing.

LI Z
Thank You, Doct or.

They all exit the room heading for the nurse.
NURSE AMY
This won't hurt a bit, Liz. Just

relax and stare at the picture of the
puppi es on the wall.

CUT TO



I NT. SAME DAY - M N VAN
Li z sl eeps on the bench seat while Denise drives hone.

CUT TO

I NT. THAT SAME NI GHT - LIZ'S HOUSE

Everyone is in a different room Sam sleeps on the wel cone
mat in the foyer. His big eyes scan the house.

DENI SE
Tinme to eat!

Sam arrives first in the kitchen, wagging his tail.

LI Z
Ww | see Samis hungry too.

Everyone sits at the table. Richard | eads in prayer.

Rl CHARD
Dear Lord, thank you for this food,
our hone, and pl ease heal Liz. Anen.

Even Samis quiet during prayer.

Rl CHARD (cont' d)
So how did the doctor's appoi nt ment
turn out? What's the news?

The girls gaze at each other waiting for who will speak
first to inform R chard.

DENI SE
Yes, all good news. Seens |ike a
common nuscl e strain. But the doctor
did order an x-ray and sone bl oods.

Ri chard nods his head while chew ng his food.

LI Z
Yeah, Dad. | have to chill for a few
weeks | guess. Ya know, |ike rest.

Rl CHARD
Then like mad chill, girl. Eat up!

Samis tossed sone food.

CUT TO



10.

I NT. THE NEXT DAY - DEN SE' S OFFI CE AT WORK.
Deni se receives a call fromthe Doctor

DR. PRI TI
Hello, this is Doctor Priti, how are
you, Denise?

DENI SE
I amfine, Doctor, yourself?

DR PRI TI
Very wel |, thank you! Wuld you
pl ease stop by the office before you
go hone today?

Deni se pauses before answeri ng.

DENI SE
Wiy yes, of course doctor. Is there
anyt hi ng urgent?

The doctor hesitates.

DR PRI TI
"Il see you when you get here. Bye
for now.

Deni se cl enches the phone. After a nonent, and a | oud di al
tone, she frantically calls Ri chard.

DENI SE
Hi , honey, please neet ne at Doctor
Priti's office today around six
o' cl ock shar p!

RI CHARD
Way? |'s sonet hi ng w ong!

DENI SE
I'"'mnot sure. The doctor call ed and
wants me to neet her there. | ama
little nervous. Anyway, | have a

nmeeting now. Love you, bye!

Rl CHARD
Love you too! Bye, honey.

Deni se receives another call fromthe school. Liz is in the
nurses office conplaining of chest pains.

CUT TO



11.

I NT. THAT NIGHT - DOCTOR PRITI"S OFFI CE

Liz was sent home earlier fromschool. She napped for a few
hours and nowis with her folks at the doctor's office. The
three of themare sitting in an examroomwaiting for the

doctor to cone in. No one is speaking as the doctor enters.

DR PRI TI
Hel | o! Thank you all for comng in on
such a short noti ce.

The Doctor sits down and ignores the parents. Synpathy
saturates the doctor's face. The doctor reaches for Liz's
hand and she backs away in dread.

DR. PRI TI (cont'd)
I"mso very sorry to informyou..

The doctor fights her overwhel m ng enotions.

RI CHARD
I nform us of what, Doctor?

DENI SE
Yes, please tell us!

A lapse in the Doctor's response keeps the famly on edge,
as she clears her nose and wi pes her red puffy eyes.

DR PRITI
The reason Liz is having chest pains
is she has a very aggressive form of
cancer spreading inside of her body,
and we desperately need to begin
treatnments if we want to have any
hopes of saving her life.

Si | ence.
DR. PRI TI (cont'd)
Li z, give ne your hand, honey. | wll
do all | can to help you

Liz clasps her trenbling hand within the caring doctor's.

DENI SE
I-1-, don't know what to say. Mny
life has just been shattered!

Ri chard continues to reach for tissues as he enbraces Liz's
ot her hand. The doctor replaces the tissue boxes as Liz's
head droops toward the tile floor.



12.

LI Z
How | ong do | have to |ive?
DENI SE
Don't ask that question! | would |ike
a second opini on pl ease.
Rl CHARD
Yes, | agree. That woul d be needed

now with such a serious diagnosis.
The Doctor caresses Liz's hand.

DR PRITI
O course. W will send any
information to any doctor's office
you ask us to. Please search quickly.
Time is our eneny now

Rl CHARD
Doctor, | ama grown nan, and a
police officer. I don't get sacred

easily.

Deni se nods her head in agreenent as she squeezes Richard's
trenbling hand in hers.

DR PRI TI
I"mso very sorry for Liz, for all of
you. I"Il |eave you al one now. W

will provide a |ist of conpetent
doctors for second opinions. You are
al so free to choose your own. |'m
here to hel p! Good N ght!

Deni se funbl es through her pocketbook and renpbves a few
tissues.

LI Z
I'"l'l take one of those.

The di scouraged fam |y enbraces.

Rl CHARD
Mom and | are going to help you get
heal thy. But first we have to have a
f ew second opi nions. There coul d be
some kind of m stakes here. Mybe
t hings are not as bad as they sound.
We need to try.

The girl's cascadi ng enotions consunme them



13.

Deni se and Li z enbrace.

LI Z
You nmean the Doctor could be w ong?

Rl CHARD
Sure she could be! W have to find
out for sure. And even if it is true,
we are going to triunph, just |like so
many ot her peopl e do everyday!

Deni se conforts Ri chard
DENI SE
I knew | married the best husband
ever. Yes, we will wn.

LI Z
Il will do ny part.

CUT TO

I NT. THE NEXT DAY - LIZ'S HOUSE

Denise is calling doctor's offices to find specialists in

cancer treatnents. Scribbled notes fill the coffee table.
DENI SE
Hello, | would |ike to nmake an

appoi ntment for ny daughter to see a
doctor, please. Yes, we can conme in
tonmorrow at 1lam Thank you

Deni se imedi ately shares the information with Richard and
Liz. Liz has a few friends over in her room They are
singing and playing with phones when Deni se enters.

NI KI TA PATEL
Everything wll be okay, Liz. | just

knowit. Don't sweat it. | |ove you
JI NG LEE
Yes, | agree. Love is the cure!

The three girls enjoy their iced soda. Al four girls now
nestle. A slow dance consunes the room Every eye displays
concerns. R chard gazes into the roomfor a nonent, then
vani shes. He struggles with his own weaknesses while
meandering the halls.

Entering the kitchen, he peers through the oven w ndow.



14.

The four girls solemly stroll downstairs and devour fresh
baked cookies. Richard exits the enotionally charged roomto
find solace in the garage.

CUT TO

I NT. THE NEXT DAY - NEW DOCTOR S OFFI CE

Ri chard and Deni se |l ean on Liz's shoul ders, as she texts
sonmeone. It is nearly six o' clock p.m when the doctors | ead
theminto a conference room

DR STANLEY
Thank you folks for waiting so |ong
today. | amsure this situation is

very worrisone for you
The fam |y precariously sits as they listen to the doctor.

DR. STANLEY (cont'd)
My associates and | sadly confirmthe
di agnosis given to you by Dr. Priti

Ri chard's enoti ons expl ode. Denise and Liz nelt together.
Richard is wearing his police uniform He is unable to hear
over the police radio so he squelches it.

Rl CHARD
Pl ease forgive ne, doctors. | know
you see a novice before you, but | am
trying to learn all | can about this
di agnosi s.

DR. STANLEY
We are all learning. No one knows it
all. We suggest Liz begin treatnents

at once! W will provide any
docunent ati on you need.

DENI SE
Thank You. What is the prognosis?

LI Z
Am | going to die, doctor?

The doctor shuffles sonme papers around and | ooks at his
col | eagues. Then he conforts Liz.

DR STANLEY
There is always hope, young | ady.



DENI SE
What is the survival rate for Liz at
this point of diagnosis?

An enpty stare fills Denise with little reassurance,
her to respond as a shattered nother.

DR STANLEY
I"'msorry! | can only hope as you do.

RI CHARD
That's it? doctor! Hope? It sounds
i ke you are not very hopeful at all.
Liz is young and strong. W wil|
fight this. We will triunph over this
horri bl e di sease.

The doctor cal ns R chard.

DR. STANLEY
Pl ease excuse us. The nurses outside
will set up your treatnent schedul es.

The famly crunbles to reality.
Then they wander to the nurses' station.

DENI SE
Ye - yes. W need appointnments for
chenot herapy and radiation for ny
daughter Liz WIIlians, please.

The nurse focuses as she sets up appoi ntnents.

DENI SE (cont' d)
Nurse, have you worked here | ong?
Have peopl e responded well to the
treatments?

The nurse clears her throat.

NURSE JOYCE
four years here. | don't know.

Ri chard smles at the nurse.

LI Z
At least there are places |like this.

The nurse finishes. Liz offers a hand to shake. Her
follow suit. They fold the papers and | eave.

15.

| eadi ng

parents

CUT TO



16.

I NT. SAME NI GHT - LIZ'S HOUSE

Liz rests on the floor in her roomstaring at a book title
. "Agirl's senior prom" Painstakingly she turns the
pages focusing on the Iife expressed within the col orful
illustrations before her.

Deni se taps on the door and enters. Liz is transfixed on the
cheerful and lively images | eaping off the pages before her.
Li z' s gaze studies the book.

DENI SE
We are going to beat this cancer
Liz. Don't be afraid, honey.

Deni se reacts when she sees the pictures in the book.

LI Z
| hope | can go to ny prom | nean, |
know | will be here ... | just hope I
am not sick in the hospital

Denise surfs Liz's wavy hair with agitated fingers.

DENI SE
O course you will be here, Liz. And
one way or an other, you will be at
the prom O we bring the prom here.

A eeful eyes perneates Denise.

LI Z
Thanks, nom

Sam enters the roomw th his | eash. Wagging his tai
vi gorously he rubs up against Liz repeatedly.

LI Z (cont'd)
Come, Sam Lets go out for a wal k!

Deni se's painful smle sinks into Liz.

DENI SE
Wear a coat. It's chilly tonight!

LI Z
Yeah, nom

Deni se struggles to drop the book. Her enotions sprinkle
the tan edges of the lively pages.

CUT TO
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I NT. THE FOLLOW NG DAY - THOVAS REED S OFFI CE

Thomas Reed is a wealthy tech business man. He has been
having pain in his left leg and his assistant is making an
appoi ntment for himto see his doctor.

JULI E ANDERSON
Excuse ne, M. Reed. | have an
appoi ntnment for you today to see your
doctor. It's at two o' cl ock.

Reed extends disgust with Julie.

THOVAS REED
Two o' clock! I can't do it. Have the
doctor cone here. | have a neeting.
You know how | |ove ny neetings,
Julie. | get to hear how nmuch noney |
am earni ng and how badly ny
conpetition is suffering.

Julie displays her frustration with Thonas.

JULI E ANDERSON
Sir, it doesn't work that way. You
must go to the doctor's office! Now
you have been in pain for weeks. You
have to go today!

THOVAS REED
Are you my boss, or am| yours?

Julie's stance suggests subm ssiveness.

JULI E ANDERSON
You are ny boss. But today, | am
yours. Now get ready for your
appointnment. I will call the linpo for
you. | will give you a report about
t he meeting. Ch, and your nom call ed
agai n today.

THOVAS REED
What did she want ?

JULI E ANDERSON
The sane thing all nothers want. She
asked ne to tell you, she |oves you.
Thomas' s boyi sh gesture surprises Julie!

CUT TO



I NT. SAME DAY - THOVAS REED S DOCTOR S COFFI CE

Thomas sits in a |large examroomwaiting for his Doctor

polite knock and the door opens.

DOCTOR W SEMANN
Ah, Thomas. How are you?

THOVAS REED
"Il let you tell me how!l am Doc.

Doct or W senmann | eans towards Thonas.

DOCTOR W SEMANN
Thomas, |I'mafraid you have sone mld
cancer in your body.

Thomas' s silence pronpts the Doctor

DOCTOR W SEMANN (cont' d)
Oh, don't worry, Thomas. It's an
extrenely mld formof cancer and no
one has ever died fromit. But you
will need sonme treatnents to ensure
it doesn't spread anywhere el se.

THOVAS REED
| guess that is wonderful news then!

DOCTOR W SENMANN
O course it is. I'll nake the
arrangements for you. W will be in
touch. There are no restrictions with
lifestyle activities.

THOVAS REED
That's good, doctor. | cannot afford
to be awnp. | amrunning nulti-
mllion dollar enterprises.

The Doctor conpl etes Thomas's vitals.

DOCTOR W SEMANN
It's all good for today. You should
really get married and have sone
children, Thonas.

THOVAS REED
| ammarried to ny career. My
enpl oyees are ny children. Bye.

CUT TO

18.



I NT. THE FOLLOWN NG DAY - THOVAS REED S COFFI CE
Thomas sumonses Julie into his office.

THOVAS REED
Julie, keep this a secret. | have a
mld, but safe, formof cancer that
needs sone treatnents soon.

JULI E ANDERSON
Oh dear God, no!

Thomas responds with an agitated shrug.

THOVAS REED
| told you I am okay! Rel ax, pl ease.
I do not want this | eaking out to the
board nmenbers. Hush hush! We can pl ay
it off as some nuscle strains. In
others words, we will liel!

JULI E ANDERSON
If you think that is best, M. Reed.

Thomas' s stare questions her comment.

THOVAS REED
Yes, | think it's best. Thank You!
That's why you work for ne.

Jul i e chuckl es.
JULI E ANDERSON
And that's why | do all your work and
run your life. Wthout ne, your life
is in chaos!

Reed reluctantly agrees.

THOVAS REED
Thank you! But you sill, work for ne.
Pl ease get ne the records to read for
today. | want to see who we are

crushing into the pavenent. Oh,
doctor's office will be calling with
appoi ntnents, please keep ne

i nfornmed. Thx!

JULI E ANDERSON
Good thing you are ny boss, huh!

CUT TO

19.



INT. THE SAME NI GHT - LI Z' S HOUSE
The famly sits down for dinner.

LI Z
Dear Lord, please help ne to be well
and live a long Iife. Thank you!

Her parents struggle to bow their heads.

LI Z (cont'd)
Wl |, what el se am | suppose to pray
for at this time inny life?

Deni se and Richard barely nuster a smle

DENI SE
Liz is right. W need our strength,
Ri chard. Eat your dinner!

RI CHARD
You first.

A stern |l ook from Deni se and R chard dives into his neal.

DENI SE
| heard fromthe Doctor's office
today. We are to report to Franklin
Research Care Center for Liz's
treatments. It's just for children

Rl CHARD
Oh, Franklin, huh? The police dept
has a charity for themevery year
They do wonderful work for kids.

Li z sneaks Sam a pi ece of her steak.

DENI SE
Honey, Sam has his own food.

LI Z
Mom you said we all need our
strength. That includes Sam

Sam wags his tail and closely watches Liz.

DENI SE
After di nner we can watch a novi e.

CUT TO

20.



21.

I NT. DAY - THREE DAYS LATER - FRANKLI N RESEARCH

Fam |ies are rushing about with children in wheel chairs,
whil e others teeter across the colorful hallway. Youthful
screeching perneates the startled parents.

LI Z
Mom Dad. Do you hear those | oud
echoi ng sounds?

A staff nenber soothes Liz's concerns.

STAFF MEMBER
Don't be al arned. The scream ng you
hear is the dancing class in session.
Come with ne, | will show you

Passing by the many afflicted, Liz and parents survey the
bustling room Some children are physically inconplete,
t hough | acking any sign of gallantry.

Rl CHARD
Thank you for going out of your way
to hel p our daughter feel nore
confortable. And quite frankly, we
are happy to here.

LI Z
| hate being sick!

The staff nenber smles and wal ks way | eaving themto study
the class. The intercom announces Liz's name and they al
return to the reception area.

DENI SE
H, Liz WIllians here for treatnent.

The clerk confirns the reservati on.

CLERK JAN
Oh yes, welcone! Did you bring
everything Liz will need for her stay
with us?

DENI SE
Excuse ne. Stay?

CLERK JAN
Yes, ma'am Liz nust stay here for
some tinme. This form of cancer
requires intense treatnents, and the
doctors need her here so they can
noni tor her progress ... if any.
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Rl CHARD
Okay! | guess you hangout here for
awhile. We wll be visiting you
often, and with good food.

A doctor quickly introduces hinself.

DOCTOR CONNOR
Hell o, |I'm Doctor Connor. Please cone
this way with ne.

The doctor directs theminto a private roomaway fromthe
turmoi | enconpassing the hel p desk.

DENI SE
Doctor, we were not inforned of a
| ong stay here. No offense. W have
heard narvel ous stories of wonderful
care here at Franklin.

Ri chard conforts Liz

DOCTOR CONNOR
I"msorry for the inconveni ence you
are experiencing. W desperately need
to begin treatnments for Liz. It's in
her best interest to stay here. You
may stay overnight if you w sh.

LI Z
| don't want to live here. | want to
[ive in my own bedroom

DOCTOR CONNOR
Let us help you, honey. There are
many ni ce people here. Lots of ganes,
danci ng, you can have your friends
visit and stay the night al so. But
you nust have these treatnents over
t he next few nonths.

Ri chard and Deni se buckl e sinultaneously.

DENI SE
Next few nont hs?

Deni se inpl odes further. The doctor fixates on Liz, as she
fastens to her nonis extended arm The doctor exits the
conbusti bl e room

CUT TO



23.

EXT. THE SAME DAY - PARKI NG LOT FRANKLI N RESEARCH

A long black |inobusine drives into the parking |lot. Two nen
exit the vehicle and wal k towards the buil di ng.

THOVAS REED
So this is Franklin, huh?

CHAUFFEUR
Yes, sir. This is the address given
to me by your secretary.

Thormas scans the exterior further.

THOVAS REED
This is a children's hospital

Thomas calls his secretary.

THOMAS REED (cont' d)
Julie, is this a joke? This is a
children's hospital. Wiy would | cone
to Franklin for treatnents?

JULI E ANDERSON
No! It is not a joke, M. Reed. You
have to go inside and neet with the
staff for a few nonents, and then you
are out. Now, get in there. Bye!

Thomas returns his phone inside his pocket.

THOVAS REED
Well | guess she told nme ... again.

The two nen wal k to the service desk.

NURSE JOYCE
Hello, sir. May | help you?

THOVAS REED
May you help ne? Yes! You may help
nme. Take away nmy cancer so | can get
back to tearing up conpani es. Thank
you!

NURSE JOYCE
You nmust be Thonmas Reed.

Thomas sm | es and shakes her hand.

CUT TO



I NT. DAY - SAME DAY - DOMN THE HALL
DENI SE

Well Liz, let's go back hone and get

your things, then bring
Rl CHARD

I can stay tonight if you want

Liz. It's up to you

LI Z

you back.

Mom i s staying tonight Dad, but

t hanks a | ot.

me to,

24.

Li z hugs Richard tightly. They | eave the exam room and pass

by Thomas Reed. He is filling out papers.

bui l di ng they see the |inpusine.

LI Z (cont'd)

VWww That's |i ke mad awesone!

Rl CHARD

You will own a |linb conpany one day,

Li z. Just focus on that.

DENI SE

Ri chard, you are the best dad a kid

could ever have. Thank you!

Ri chard hol ds Deni se's hand and ki sses it.

LI Z
Dad, none of that nushy
public when |I'm around,
Liz's fol ks enbrace again.
Meanwhi | e, back inside at the recepti

NURSE JOYCE

| ove stuff
okay dude?

on desk.

You are all set, M. Reed. See you

very soon. Be sure to bring clothes

for a week or nore.
Thomas stares directly at Joyce.

THOVAS REED

Wat? | can't stay here a week. Are

you, crazy? | need to earn noney.

Anyway, |1'Il have ny secretary cal

you tonorrow. Good day!

in

CUT TO

As they | eave the



I NT. THE SAME NI GHT - LIZ'S HOUSE

Deni se and Liz scranble around the house to get all she
needs for her stay at the hospital.

LI Z
| amawfully afraid, nom But if
there is hope for me, then | want to
do whatever | can.

DENI SE
That's the way to power up, girl!

Richard is in the kitchen gathering extra snacks and
sandw ches for Liz.

Rl CHARD
| have food here. | amnot sure of
t he feeding schedule there, and |
want Liz to have plenty of food.

LI Z
Feedi ng schedul e, dad? I'mnot a
horse, ya know.

25.

The girls break out, as Richard hunbly wal ks away. They run

after him snothering himw th affection.

RI CHARD
Thanks for the |ove, | adies.

DENI SE
You were wal king away with your tai
bet ween your |l egs and we didn't want
to feel guilty for joking with you.

Ri chard reassures their efforts.

DENI SE (cont' d)
Let's hurry, so we can get Liz
settled in for the night.

LI Z
Mom you said you were staying!

DENI SE
| am baby, | am

After the mnivan is | oaded up, including Sam they |isten

to songs along the way back to the hospital.

CUT TO
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I NT. SAME NI GHT - FRANKLI N RESEARCH HOSPI TAL

Liz and parents are escorted to her own room A few kids
stop by to say hello. They offer sweets and hugs. Then Liz
and folks are left alone in the room

DENI SE
That was very sweet of them Liz.
LI Z
Yup! | got sonme candy | haven't had

in a few years.

Rl CHARD
They seemvery cool to ne.

LI Z
Dad, really. Wat do you know about
bei ng cool ? You are a police officer.
You have to be brave and strict.

Deni se sits on the bed | aughi ng.

Rl CHARD
Well Liz, I amnot brave. | amjust a
guy like every other guy. But | think
you are cool too.

LI Z
kay, so maybe you know a little
about being cool .
Ri chard shrugs his broad shoul ders.

DENI SE
Yeah, dad. You're a little cool.

Ri chard kisses his girls goodnight and | eaves for hone.

LI Z
Mom do you think dad will be okay
after?

DENI SE

After what, honey?

LI Z
After |'m dead.

Deni se ignores the question and enters the bat hroom

CUT TO



27.

I NT. DAY - THE NEXT DAY - THOVAS REED S OFFI CE
Thomas searches about fearfully for his Julie.

THOVAS REED
VWhere the hell is Julie?

Everyone is silent. He rushes into his office. The phone
begins ringing steadily, he pushes speaker on.

THOVAS REED (cont' d)
Hel | o, Reed speaki ng!

JULI E ANDERSON
H M. Reed, I"'min a neeting
downst ai rs.

THOVAS REED
Ah, thank goodness! | alnobst had to
worry about you. Maybe fire you!

Julie | aughs on the phone.

THOVAS REED (cont' d)
Am | a conedi an?

JULI E ANDERSON
Not a very good one, |I'm afraid!

THOVAS REED
Get here A S. A P

Thomas funbl es through his paperwork. He then makes hinsel f
tea. Later Julie arrives.

JULI E ANDERSON
Good norning, sir! Wiat is it you are
so worried about?

THOVAS REED
This damm hospital wants nme to stay
up to a few weeks, while they run
tests or whatever. How do | run a
conpany froma hospital bed?

JULI E ANDERSON
How do you run a conpany fromthe
cenetery?

Thomas stares at Julie. He wal ks over to the wi ndow, then
turns to face her, placing his tea on the glass table, he
points his finger.



THOVAS REED
Wiy are you being ny nother?

JULI E ANDERSON
"' m being your friend! You need this
treatnment, sir. It's not that bad.
Many people do it. None have died. W
can set you up with an office there.
I have already spoken with the
hospital regarding it.

Thomas smles, picks up his tea and relishes it.

THOVAS REED
A very good answer. Have | given you
a raise |ately?

JULI E ANDERSON
No!

Both remain silent.

JULI E ANDERSON (cont' d)
Everything will go well. Then you can
give nme that raise | deserve.

THOVAS REED
Deserve!

Julie brushes himoff.

JULI E ANDERSON
What ever !

Thormas chokes a little on his tea.

THOVAS REED
Get back to work!

Julie storns out of the office.
Thomas is alone in his office tal king al oud.

THOMAS REED (cont' d)
Everybody wants noney from nme. No one
has a backbone. They all want to be
panpered. It's a vicious society out
t here boys and girls. If you can't be
t ough, you're done!

28.

Julie studies himthrough the glass as he paces his office.

CUT TO



29.

INT. NIGHT - THE SAME NI GHT - FRANKLI N HOSPI TAL

Sitting in the cafeteria eating dinner, Denise and Liz stare
out a wi ndow being nmesnerized by two squirrels chasing one
another in the botanic gardens under the |ights.

LI Z
I wish | had their energy, nom

Deni se stops drinking her coffee.

DENI SE
Liz, are you feeling tired at al
after treatnents?

LI Z
Yes | am

Deni se qui ckly stands up from her chair.

DENI SE
Honey! You have to tell me these
things so | can relate themto the
doctor. O you tell the doctor.

Li z keeps staring out the wi ndow. Deni se rushes to the front
desk and picks up a red service phone.

DENI SE (cont' d)
Hell o, yes, | am Denise WIIians, at
the front desk. May | pl ease speak
wi th a doctor? Thank you!

A few mnutes |later a doctor approaches the desk.

DOCTOR CONNOR
Yes, how can | hel p you?

DENI SE
Hi, doctor. Liz says she is feeling
very tired after treatnents.

DOCTOR CONNOR
That is conpletely normal, Ms.
Willianms. It is to be expected with
t hese aggressive forns of treatnents.

The doctor rubs her arm He wal ks her to a chair and brings
her water. He hands her a panphlet to read. "Coping with the
illness of a child." He is called over the intercom and
excuses hinsel f.

CUT TO



30.

I NT. THE SAME NIGHT - LIZ'S FRIENDS NI KI TA' S HOUSE

The colorful fem nine roomis swarmng with teenage girls in
paj amas. Music fills the air, and food covers the bed as
active girls dance around the room singing and texting.

NI KI TA PATEL
Hey guys, can we sit for a few
pl ease? | wanted to talk to you
about, Liz WIIians.

One girl turns off the |ong boonbox. The rest joinin a
circle on the floor with a drink and food.

NI KI TA
| spoke with Liz's nomtoday. Liz is
under goi ng treatnents now. The
doctors have to watch her closely. As
for now, she is okay.

JI NG LEE
I mss her dearly!

The entire group hol ds hands.

BETH SUMMERS
Liz hates to be sick. She is always
the soft spoken type and easy to
pl ease. She doesn't |ike
confrontation at all.

LI NDA GAULT
Li z woul d rather not argue and fi ght
about anything. Peace is her notto.

NI KI TA
She may die, you guys. You do know
that, right?

The girls ponder.

JI NG

| wonder what it is like to be dead.
NI KI TA

| don't wonder at all! | want to |ive

forever and have fun, and | don't
want anyone to ever have to die.

Al'l the girls agree. The nusic is turned back on and the fun
resunes, as they | ook down at phones.

CUT TO



EXT. DAY - THE NEXT DAY - POLI CE STATI ON
The Chief calls Richard into his office.

CH EF WATERS
Ri chard, wel cone! Please sit down.
Can | get you anything?

Rl CHARD
No thank you, Chief.

The Chief paces his office for a nonent.

CH EF WATERS
Richard, | amvery sorry to hear Liz
is sick. She will recover. She is a
strong girl, and has two strong
parents as well.

RI CHARD
Thanks, Chief. | needed a boost.

CH EF WATERS
Anyt hing you want to tal k about?

Rl CHARD
I"'mterrified, Chief!

Ri chard expresses his humanity.

Rl CHARD (cont' d)
I"msuch a wnp for this comunity.

The Chief listens with a concerning affection.

Rl CHARD (cont' d)
I'"'mafraid of this disease. It

frightens ne so badly, Chief. | |ose
sleep and an interest to be with ny
wife. I'ma ness!

CH EF WATERS
You are not a nmess, Richard. You are
a human being. No one, no one,
expects you to be an Angel. This
situation you face woul d knock anyone
over a few tines.

Rl CHARD
For years | have responded to calls
for help fromcitizens and | rushed
to place nyself between them and
danger. But | cannot hel p Liz!



32.

Rl CHARD (cont' d)
| cannot put nyself between her and
this cancer. It truly sucks!

CH EF WATERS
You have the thoughts and prayers of
this entire station with you and your
famly. W have services to offer for
counseling as well. Sonetinmes you can
get some great ideas fromtalking to
ot hers about a challenge in life.

Rl CHARD
["1Il think about it, Chief. Thx.

A firmknock on the Chief's door.

CH EF WATERS
Cone in, please.

CAPTAI N SPARKS
H Richard. | amhere for you at any
hour. Any hour

RI CHARD
Thanks, Cappy.

The Chief and Captain | ook at one another.

CH EF WATERS
I was just telling Richard everything
woul d be fine and to keep up his
chin. Ever forward!

CAPTAI N SPARKS
Yes, sir! | agree.

Ri chard cautiously stands up.
Rl CHARD
Thanks a lot, guys. | truly needed a
pep tal k. Just like old college days.
Both men confort Richard.

CH EF WATERS
The door is always open, Richard.

RI CHARD
Thank You, Boss!

CUT TO



I NT. THE SAVE NI GHT - FRANKLI N HOSPI TAL

Liz returns to her roomafter a |long treatnent.
sl eeping on the transport.

her cluttered bed, and Denise covers her up.

Deni se fights her enotions.
Deni se's face ill um nates.

DENI SE
H honey. | know you are sl eeping,
but mommy is right here for you. I'm
not goi ng anywhere, baby. | |ove you!

for a place to sit.

Deni se | ooks

She is
The staff gently noves her onto

Ri chard wal ks into the room

33.

Ri chard | ooks tired. He searches
Rl CHARD
How i s she?
DENI SE
W ped out. But she is strong.
Rl CHARD
That's our il princess. | want you

to take a break and go out with your
friends for dinner or a run.

at Richard with contenpt.

DENI SE
How can you ...?

Ri chard interrupts.

Deni se | ooks

RI CHARD
Do it for Liz's sake.

down at Liz peacefully sl eeping.

DENI SE
I"msorry, R chard. Please forgive
me, honey?

Rl CHARD
Deni se, nothing to forgive. W both
need to relieve each other, so we
don't crack under pressure.

DENI SE
| guess you're right. Let ne see if
Liz's friends can cone and hel p out
too. A few sl eepovers.

CUT TO



34.

I NT. DAY - ONE WEEK LATER FRANKLI N HOSPI TAL
Liz notices a man staring at her from outside her room

THOVAS REED
You nmean to tell me | have to share a
roomwth a snot nose little brat? I
have billions of dollars, I want ny
own room now

DOCTOR CONNCR
You need treatnment for your illness.
This is all we have for now She is a
delightful girl, 17 years ol d.
Pl ease, sir ... let us help you so
you can return to your worKk.

Thormas thinks for a few seconds.

THOVAS REED
She better |ike sports.

NURSE JOYCE
She | oves sports. Liz is on her
school 's soccer team

Thomas enters the room Thomas wal ks around then tosses his
things on a bed. Liz's eye grow as she stares at his bl ack
sui tcase on the other bed.

LI Z
Excuse ne, sirl

Thormas turns to her.

LI Z (cont'd)
I think you have the wong room sir.
This is a girl's room You are a nan.
So pl ease | eave!

Thomas sheds a sarcastic grin at Liz.

THOVAS REED
Well baldy, | will correct you. This
is now a co-ed room like it or not.
I live here until ny treatnments are
done. After which, | will be only to
happy to abandon your shining head!

Li z covers her nouth. Nurse Joyce enters the roomwith a few
of Liz's friends. They stare at Thomas. He takes out his
cell phone and calls his office. He hangs up.



Cont'd

NI KI TA
Who are you, sir?

THOVAS REED
My nane is M. Reed. If it's any
busi ness of yours.

Ni kita acts of fended.

THOMAS REED (cont' d)
Who are you?

NI KI TA
None of your business!

The girls laugh. Thomas turns back to Liz.
THOVAS REED

Li sten here, baldy. If these are your
friends, they better be nice to ne.

JI NG
OM3 | can't believe you called her
bal dy.
THOVAS REED
Wel |, open your eyes and | ook at her!
JI NG
OM3 You have a nmad sour attitude.
LI Z
Leave him al one, guys. | have to deal

with him not you
Thomas turns in frustration to the nurse Joyce.

THOVAS REED
When is dinner around this place? And
I need the fasted internet speeds and
di rect phones in this room

LI Z
M. Reed, sir. | go to bed early. So
don't make a | ot of noise here, or
will get cranky. | need ny beauty
sl eep, ya know.

35.

The girls are anused by Liz. Thomas responds quickly so Liz

under st ands hi m



36.

THOVAS REED
You sure do need your beauty sl eep.

NURSE JOYCE
Dinner is at 6pmevery night of the
week. There is always food avail abl e
shoul d you get hungry at any tine.

NI KI TA
Mad cool! Can we go get sone food
now? |'m starved.

THOVAS REED

Hey, are you a resident here?
NI KI TA

No!
THOVAS REED

Then have your parents feed you at
home, or wherever you exi st!

The nurse sets Liz into the wheelchair and brings all the
girls down the hall. N kita sticks her tongue out at Thomas
as they leave the room He smirks at her. He calls his

of fice again and again while the girls are gone.

THOMAS REED (cont' d)
Finally! \Where the hell have you
been?

Jul i e says not hi ng.

THOMAS REED (cont' d)
| have to share a roomw th a bal d-
headed girl and her witch friends who
conme to visit her. | hope | don't do
a homcide while I"mhere. Talk to
you | ater. Cone by soon, bye!

Thormas wal ks around the room as Ri chard enters.

Rl CHARD
Excuse ne, sir. | nust have the wong
room |'mlooking for ny daughter,
Liz. | thought this was her room

THOVAS REED
She just flew down the hall with her
friends.

Ri chard appears puzzl ed.



Rl CHARD
What do you nean she flew?

THOVAS REED
Don't all witches fly?

Ri chard qui ckly approaches Thonas.

Rl CHARD
Who the hell are you and why are you
in my daughters roonf? | see her stuff
on this bed. This is her room Wy
are you here?

Nurse Joyce wal ks into the room

Thormas | ooks

Rl CHARD (cont' d)
Joyce, who is this man in ny
daughter's roon?

NURSE JOYCE
This is M. Thomas Reed. He will be
sharing the roomw th Liz.

Rl CHARD
Ch no he won't!
THOVAS REED
Oh yes, | an
Rl CHARD
Did you say, Thomas Reed?
NURSE JOYCE
Yes!
Rl CHARD
The technol ogy guru billionaire?
NURSE JOYCE

That's the one!
at Richard with authority and pride.

Rl CHARD
You owe ne an apology for calling ny
daughter a wtch

THOVAS REED
If the shoe fits, buddy.

Ri chards wal ks nore cl osely towards Thonas.

37.
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Cont'd

LI Z
Dad!

Ri chard turns suddenly to see Liz with no hair. Shocked, he
wal ks slowWy towards her wth his hand held high to touch
her shi ny head.

Rl CHARD
I'"msorry, baby.

LI Z
Dad, what are you doing here trying
to start a fight with ny roomuate?

Thomas shakes his finger at Richard.

Rl CHARD
This guy said you were a witch.

LI Z
| kinda acted |i ked one when he first
cane in. But then | realized |I'm not
t he only one who needs hel p here.

Thomas gri ns.
NI KI TA
I"msorry, M. Reed, that | was rude
to you. Please forgive ne.

Thomas hands her a nearby broom and sm | es.

THOVAS REED

Forget about it. | have work to do.
Rl CHARD

Well, | guess | too amsorry, M.

Reed. | was only defending ny
daughter. Just being a dad.

THOVAS REED
Let's nmove on with life.

Thomas exits the room

NI KI TA
That guy is a billionaire ya know

The girls turn to watch Thomas wal k down the hall

CUT TO



39.

INT. NIGHT - THE SAME NI GHT - LI Z' S HOUSE
Denise is on the phone with Richard at the hospital

DENI SE
Ri chard, what do you nmean a grown man
is sharing the roomw th our
sevent een-year ol d daughter?

Deni se furiously paces the house.

DENI SE (cont' d)
I"mcom ng over there right now

She rushes out of the house and | eaves the door open. Wile
backi ng out the driveway, she notices and stops, then | ocks
t he door and heads towards the hospital.

CUT TO

INT. NI GHT - SAME N GHT - FRANKLI N HOSPI TAL

Deni se storns through the doors past the front desk and into
Liz's room Pointing a finger at Thomas while he is on the
phone, she wal ks up to Thomas and di sconnects his call,

t hrow ng his phone on the bed.

DENI SE
Just who the hell are you? Wy are
you in ny daughter's roon?

LI Z
Mom pl ease!

DENI SE
Shut up, LiZz!

Thomas turns to Richard.

THOVAS REED
Ni ce catch, buddy.

Rl CHARD
Alright, that's it. I"'mgoing to
pl ace you under arrest.

THOVAS REED
Excuse ne!

Rl CHARD

You heard ne, get up and turn around.



Cont'd

Thomas makes a call.

THOVAS REED
Is Chief Waters your boss?

Rl CHARD
What's it to you? Stand up

THOVAS REED
Oh, hello Chief Waters, this is
Thomas Reed. | think | have a problem
wi th one of your officers, here he
is, I'll put himon the phone.

Rl CHARD

Hello. Yes Sir. Bu-bu-but Sir.
Ri chard gi ves the phone back to Thonas.

Rl CHARD (cont' d)
| guess you got friends.

THOVAS REED
You bet, and | got nobney t oo!
DENI SE
Arrest this guy, Richard.
Rl CHARD
| can't!
DENI SE
Wy ?
Rl CHARD

Because nmy Chief just told ne to |ay
of f himand | eave him al one, or else
| amin big trouble!

Thomas sm | es at everyone.

LI Z
Don't worry guys, | will stay out of
M. Reed's way. He is only here for
awhi l e. Then he gets to go back and
live a full life.

THOVAS REED
Stop trying to break ny heart, baldy.
Many before you have tried, even ny
own not her. So back of f!



Cont'd

LI Z
Yes, Sir.
THOVAS REED
Now i f you folks don't mnd, | would
like to go to sleep. Goodnight!
DENI SE
Whoa, there! | amher nother and | am
sl eeping here in this roomtonight.
THOVAS REED
Oh, I"'msorry. My bed only fits one.
Rl CHARD
I'"d like to ...
THOVAS REED
Careful now, I'Il call your Chief.

Ri chard | eaves after kissing the girls goodni ght. Denise
changes in the bathroom then clinbs into bed with Liz.

LI Z
M. Reed, sir.

Thomas is annoyed by Liz.

Thomas noves

LI Z (cont'd)
Wul d you like ne to pray about
sonmet hing for you?

hi s head ar ound.

THOVAS REED
Yes! As a matter of fact | woul d.

LI Z
VWhat is it, sir?

THOVAS REED
That you woul d be heal ed and out of
ny life forever. Thank you!

Li z | ooks down, and renmins quiet.

DENI SE
What kind of man are you? Alittle
girl, greatly ill, thinks of you, and
you pick on her. You should be the
one who is truly sick.

41.
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Cont'd

LI Z
No nmoml It's not his fault | am sick

Thomas smrks at Deni se.

THOVAS REED
| need to sleep now So shut up! |
unl i ke you people, have a lot to live
for ... Mney!

The girls drift off to sleep soon. A few hours later the
nurses cone in to check vitals and turn off TVs and |ights.
Thomas waves her over.

THOMAS REED (cont' d)
What's baldy's story?

NURSE JOYCE
She has a very rare and aggressive
formof cancer. We have her in here
for treatments. Most likely they will
fail and she will die. Sad, huh?

THOVAS REED
| hope her parents have a life
i nsurance policy out on bal dy.

Joyce extends a cold stare and returns to the desk.

NURSE JOYCE
Wile |l was in Liz's room M. Reed
said he hopes Liz's folks have life
i nsurance on her.

The ot her staff nmenbers | ook at each other. During the night
Li z uses the restroom She then visits the desk.

LI Z
H. | don't mind this man in nmy room
At least | won't be lonely sone
nights. He may be rude, but he is
still a person.

NURSE JOYCE
You are the bigger person, sweetie!

Joyce wal ks her back to bed and tucks her in next to her
nmommy. Then gives her a high five.

CUT TO



I NT. DAY - THE NEXT DAY - MORNI NG - FRANKLI N HOSPI TAL
Breakfast is being brought into the room

LI Z
Ww this is great, Moml Breakfast in
bed. Mad cool .

DENI SE
Yes, dear. Very nice indeed.

Thomas shakes his head at both of them

THOVAS REED
You peopl e don't get out nuch, huh?

Deni se now shakes her head at Thonms.

DENI SE
Actually sir, we are well travel ed.

THOVAS REED
Do you think you can well travel out
of this hospital today?

Deni se gets up and slides over the cardboard door.

THOMAS REED (cont' d)
| can still hear you thinking and it
is disrupting ny peace.

LI Z
Enj oy your breakfast, sir.

Thomas grunbl es. Deni se whispers to Liz.

DENI SE
He's just a mi serable old man, honey.
Pay himno mnd. He wll be gone
soon. He is probably an only child.

THOVAS REED
| heard that, witch hazel. | have a
brother and sister. Maybe | w Il buy
this hospital an evict your dying
daughter. You can care for her on
skid row, with the other | osers.

Deni se erupts out of bed and storns over to Thomas's bed.

DENI SE
You, sir, are a diabolical nman!

43.



44,

Cont' d
THOVAS REED
O course | am I'ma billionaire!
Now get your unattractive self away
fromme ... now OCh, nakeup hel ps!

Deni se tightens up and wal ks away.

LI Z
Mom why do you take his bait?

DENI SE
H s words are cruel, very cruel.

LI Z
You just want to defend ne because |
am your daughter and | am dyi ng.

Deni se rubs her hand across Liz's bald head.

THOVAS REED
Hey, does either of you want ny hash
browns before | ditch then?

Li z and Deni se are surprised.

LI Z
Yes, sir ... | will have them
pl ease?

THOVAS REED
Well, cone and get them Baldy. |
haven't got all day ya know.

Liz walks to his bed slowly. They stare at each other.
Thomas lifts the plate to give it to her

LI Z
Thank you, sir.

THOVAS REED
Don't mention it, Baldy. But, you
have to take this other stuff off ny
bed too. That's the deal.

LI Z
Yes, sir!

Liz clears his bed of everything, as Deni se watches and
hol ds back all frustrations.

CUT TO



| NT. DAY -

The staff brings in |unch.

SAME DAY - LUNCH - LIZ AND THOVAS' S ROOM

45.

Li z and Thonmas are in their beds.

After the staff |eaves, Thomas drops his mlk carton on the
floor. Liz rushes out of her bed to help.

LI Z
Here you are, M. Reed. Have m ne!

Liz wpes it off with a napkin. Thomas stares at her.

THOVAS REED
Thanks, Baldy. I'"'monly sixty-five.

LI Z
kay, you are sixty-five years old.

They finish their lunch and vitals are taken again.

phone rings but

Li z picks up his phone.

LI Z (cont'd)
Hello, M. Reed's office, may | help
you pl ease?

The nurse and Thomas watch in amazenent.

LI Z (cont'd)
I"'msorry M. Reed is busy right now,
may | hel p you, please?

A slight pause.

LI Z (cont'd)
Yes, of course. It will be ny
pl easure to relay this nessage to M.
Reed. Thank you, have a nice day!

She puts the phone down and wites out the nessage,
hands it to Thomas. He looks at it, then at the nurse.

THOVAS REED
Ww, Baldy. That's quite the detailed
nmessage. | nust say | am sonmewhat

i npressed by your secretary skills.

LI Z
Thank you, sir!

THOVAS REED
This is an inportant business deal .

Thomas' s

he can't get to it as he is with the nurse.

t hen

CUT TO
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| NT. DAY - SAME DAY - LATER - FRANKLI N HOSPI TAL
The nurses and a doctor come into the room

DOCTOR CONNOR
Excuse me, M. Reed. It's tine for
your treatnent.

Thomas | ooks down, and then over at Liz.

NURSE JOYCE
It's not that bad! Just little over
an hour, and back you cone.

Thomas slowly gets out of bed. So does Liz.

NURSE JOYCE (cont' d)
Can | do sonething for you, Liz?

LI Z
Yes! | want to go with M. Reed. He's
ny friend, and I want himto know
amthere for him

Thomas | ooks at the staff and sm | es.

THOVAS REED
Thanks, Baldy. But | think | got this
one. Anyway. My phone may ring and
you need to be here to answer it, and
t ake any nessages. So back to work.

Liz smles and darts to her bed to get her note pad and pen.

NURSE JOYCE
W wi Il be back soon, Liz. See you
then. Buzz if you need hel p.

Liz smles and sits down next to Thomas's bed.

THOVAS REED
Well, got to nake sone use of her
while I'm here.

The doctor |eaves as Joyce wheels Thomas to the test.

NURSE JOYCE
M. Reed, we will help you get well.

The test concludes and Thomas is brought back to the room
where he finds Liz sleeping, and two sheets of paper filled
with very detailed notes on his pillow.



47.

Cont' d
The staff help Thomas into bed.

NURSE JOYCE (cont' d)
Well, | guess your new secretary is
wor ki ng out just fine.

THOVAS REED
Yeah, and the best part is she is
free. Gotta |ove that!

Joyce shakes her head as she | eaves the room

THOMAS REED (cont' d)
Aw, c'mon, now. It's all about the
bottom dol | ar.

He | aughs, but doesn't awaken Liz. He reads the notes and
makes sone calls.

THOVAS REED (cont' d)
What do you nean they want a | ower
price? They already agreed to a
price! You tell themit's the
original deal, or no deal

Thomas uses the restroom Liz is noving in the bed, but
still sleeping. He | ooks over at her, and talks to hinself.

THOVAS REED (cont' d)
Wel | bal dy, you saved ne five -
hundred thousand. Thanks!
An hour later the nurse wakes up Liz.

NURSE JOYCE
Liz, honey. It's tine for your
treat ments again.

Liz is groggy and cranky.

LI Z
Do | have to go now?
NURSE JOYCE
Yes!
LI Z
It's lonely in that machine. | don't

like it at all.

She hugs her pillow tightly.
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Thomas stands up out of bed and wal ks over to Liz.

THOVAS REED
Li sten, Baldy. | cannot share a room
with a winp. So get your little rear
end out of that bed and go to
treatnent. Don't worry, | won't eat
all your candy while you' re gone.

He pats her head a few tinmes. She gets out of bed and | eaves
for her treatnments. Thomas takes a handful of candy.

THOMAS REED (cont' d)
Hmm not bad! Tastes good. | guess
her friends have sone | evel of good
taste for things after all.
Deni se and Richard walk into the room nonents | ater.

DENI SE
Excuse ne, sir.

Thomas | ooks up.

THOVAS REED
Bal dy is at treatnent now.
DENI SE
Her name is Liz.
THOVAS REED
Well, she doesn't seemto mnd ne

cal ling her Bal dy.

They wal k away from Thomas and sit on Liz's bed and cl ose
over the sliding door. Thomas chuckles. Liz is wheeled into
the room nonments | ater, sleeping again.

DENI SE
Hi, Joyce. How is she?

NURSE JOYCE
She is tuckered out for sure. She did
fine in the treatments. She needs to
rest now. Maybe you shoul d cone back
| ater to see her.

DENI SE
We just got here.

THOVAS REED
Conme back | ater, Baldy needs to
sl eep! She needs quiet. And so do |



Cont'd

The nurse and Liz's parents | eave the roomand go to the
front desk.

Rl CHARD
Is this guy in there for real ? Being
such a success in life, and acting so
damm m ser abl e?

NURSE JOYCE
He's m serabl e because he wants to be
back at his office destroying other
conpani es and earning mllions.

They all shrug and sit down.

NURSE JOYCE (cont' d)
W see and deal with all kinds of
life stories here. W cannot take it
personal ly, we have to focus on the
care of the patient.

Ri chard and Deni se | eave to go hone for the night.

CUT TO

I NT. SAME NI GHT - N KITA'S HOUSE

The girls are sitting on the bed talking. Music is lowin
t he background.

NI KI TA
| guess Liz is tired a |ot these
days. The treatnent is kicking her
butt, her nom says.

Al the girls sinply | ook down.

NI KI TA (cont' d)
Quys, we have to deal with this.

JI NG
| don't want to! Liz is |ike a sister
to ne and | feel so hel pl ess.

BETH
Ditto!

LI NDA
Echo dat for surel

49.



cont'd

The girls hold hands.

Nl KI TA
Liz is a sister to nme too.

The tissues are passed around.

LI NDA
Let's try to visit her as nuch as
possi bl e, even on weekends.

BETH
That is a great idea! W can do
shifts. This way she has a visitor
just about all day | ong.

NI KI TA
Let's turn up the nusic and dance for
awhi | e. Then we can eat pizza.

The bed enpti es.

CUT TO

I NT. THE NEXT DAY - MORNING - LIZ' S HOUSE

Breakfast is

Ri chard puts

a slow process for Richard and Deni se.

DENI SE
| heard from Ni kita today. She and
the other girls are going to nmake
rotating visits to see Liz.

hi s hands together and | ooks up.

Rl CHARD

Thank you!
DENI SE

Isn't that so sweet, Richard?
Rl CHARD

| love it, baby ... love it!
DENI SE

W need to eat a good neal this
norni ng. We cannot afford to be sick.
Li z needs us.

CUT TO
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I NT. DAY - SAME MORNI NG - FRANKLI N HOSPI TAL

Thormas and Liz finish breakfast. Liz takes all of Thonmas's
food and mess out into the hall. Then returns to the room

THOVAS REED
Ww, Bal dy. You are energetic today.

Liz sm|es and cuddl es back under her bl ankets. Thonmas
carefully watches nurse Joyce as she enters the room

NURSE JOYCE
M. Reed, it's tine for treatnents
again. Are you ready?

THOVAS REED
| have a choi ce?

Joyce | aughs at him

NURSE JOYCE
"Il take you down the hall.

Li z quickly gets out of bed and rushes to Thonas.

LI Z
M. Reed, sir. Wuld you like nme to
go wth you? This way neither of us
wi ||l be al one.

THOVAS REED
Sure, Baldy. But | have to
concentrate on ny treatnents, so
don't make a | ot of noise.

Liz smles.

LI Z
Yes, Sir!

Al'l three wal k down the hall. Liz and Joyce push Thomas in
hi s wheel chair. Back at the front desk, Richard and Deni se
are checking in.

DOCTOR CONNOR
Ah, hello folks! Nice to see you

DENI SE
Hel | o, doctor. How is Liz feeling?

DOCTOR CONNCR
Let's go ask her!



They all enter Liz's room

RI CHARD
Where i s she?

Deni se checks the bat hroom

DENI SE
She's not in there.

DOCTOR CONNOR
I don't know. She could be at the
chapel, kitchen, recreation room or
j ust about anywhere in here.

Joyce enters the room

NURSE JOYCE
H guys, what's up!

DENI SE
Hel | o Joyce. Do you know where Liz is
by any chance?

NURSE JOYCE
She is in the treatnment room keepi ng
M. Reed conpany.

Ri chard and Deni se express frustration.

NURSE JOYCE (cont' d)
Whoa! Now wait a minute. Liz offered
to go with him She didn't want to be
alone. It made her feel happy!

DENI SE
Joyce, don't tell nme what nakes her
happy. She's ny daughter!

Liz enters the room unnoti ced.

LI Z
Mom dad ... leave it al one!

The doctor | ooks at everyone.

DOCTOR CONNOR
Now that's a take-charge girl.

LI Z
I wanted to go. Chill out!

Her folks sit down quietly.
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Cont' d
Deni se gets up and wal ks over to Joyce.

DENI SE
|'msorry, Joyce!

The | adi es hug!

NURSE JOYCE
Come with me while | show you ny new
bag | just bought.

The | adies | eave the roomand go to the desk area.

NURSE JOYCE (cont' d)
Denise, | did not buy a new bag. |
needed you alone for a mnute. Liz
and Thomas are respecting each ot her
to good extents. If sonething nmakes

Liz feel good, | want her to do it.
This will inprove her healing.
DENI SE

kay, | guess you're right.
They return to the room Denise holds Ri chard' s hand.

DENI SE (cont' d)
It's all good, Hubby ... no probs!

Rl CHARD
kay, what ever you say.

The staff bring Thomas back into the room

LI Z
H, M. Reed. You conked off, so |
cane back to the roomto check if
your phone was ringing. No calls.

THOVAS REED
Thanks, Baldy! | may have to fire
Julie and hire you

Liz's face beans.

THOMAS REED (cont' d)
I"'mtired.

LI Z
Mom dad. Let's go to another room so
M. Reed can sl eep.



Thomas smles at the Parents.

Rl CHARD

Wait a mnute, | just got
LI Z

Dad, pronto!
DENI SE

Ri chard, out!
In the kitchen at the hospital.

Rl CHARD
Who the hell does this guy think he
is? Now he is ruling the tine | spend
wi th nmy daughter.

DENI SE

No, Richard. If it makes Liz happy,
let's do what she wants to dol!

Deni se nudges Richard under the table.

The doors to the kitchen open and Ni kita, Linda, Beth and
Jing all enter the roomfor a visit with Liz.

LI Z
OM3 You guys are nad awesone!

NI KI TA
We brought pizza for you.

BETH
And fries too.

JI NG
And | ots of soda you Iike.

LI NDA
And dark chocol ate for dessert.

Deni se eyes the chocolate. N kita kisses the chocol at es.

DENI SE
Oh! 1'lIl have sone of this.

All the girls burst with enjoynent.

RI CHARD
" mgood for now, thanks girls.

CUT TO
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INT. NIGHT - THE SAME NI GHT - FRANKLI N HOSPI TAL

Liz is on her bed watching Thomas sl eep. He awakes suddenly,
rubbi ng his eyes and yawning, staring at Liz.

THOVAS REED
Oh great, now I'mgoing to be up al
ni ght gazing at your bald head!

Li z shrugs her shoul ders. Thomas picks up the hospital phone
and speaks to the staff.

THOMAS REED (cont' d)
Hello, this is M. Reed. | slept late
and | am starving, what's to eat?

Li z holds up a pizza carton!

THOMAS REED (cont' d)
Never m nd, bye!

LI Z
My friends cane by and brought a | ot
of pizza, fries, and coke, M. Reed.
| saved you sone because | thought
you m ght be hungry when you wake up.

Thomas points to the mcrowave. She heats up the food.

LI Z (cont'd)
Here you are, sir! | hope you like
it. I thought it was delicious.
THOVAS REED

Well, Baldy. You and | don't agree on
a lot of things I'"'msure. So how
about you let ne eat in peace and
"Il tell you later how it was. Ckay?

Li z bows her head and wal ks to her bed.

LI Z
Oh, and you had two calls. Messages
are on your table.

Thomas raises the pizza to her.

LI Z (cont'd)
You' re wel cone.

Thomas finishes all the food as Liz falls asleep. The staff
conme into clean the room They try to take the pizza carton
and other trash from Thomas's bed. He stops them
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THOVAS REED
Leave it there! Baldy will clean it
t onmor r ow when she wakes up

The staff |eaves with a frowm. Thomas gets out of bed and
wal ks over to Liz's bed and turns out her light. He peers
down on her

THOVAS REED (cont' d)
Thanks for the food, Baldy.

He wal ks back over to his bed and clinbs in. He makes a few
phone calls and watches TV until he falls asl eep.

CUT TO

I NT. NEXT MORNI NG - LIZ'S HOUSE

Sitting by the picture wi ndow, Ri chard and Deni se drink
their fresh coffee and di scuss the day's plans.

DENI SE
What tinme you off of work?

Rl CHARD
Four-thirty. Wat are your plans?

Deni se raises a finger, taking a few nore sips.

DENI SE
Ah, good! | amgoing to stop by the
office for awhile and then to the
post office, bank, and hospital.

The phone rings. She puts it on speaker.

DENI SE (cont' d)
Hel 1 o, Nikita.

NI KI TA
H, Ms. WIllians. | want to go to
see Liz today, but I can't get a ride
as ny fol ks are busy. Can you pl ease
take me and bring ne honme?

DENI SE
Sure, sweetie, what tinme?

NI KI TA
Anytinme after 4pmis fine.

Deni se gives Richard the thunbs up
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Cont' d
DENI SE
Vell, I will be picking up Nikita
after 4pm to bring her to Liz.
RI CHARD
Sounds great!
DENI SE

See you then Nikita, bye!

NI KI TA
Thanks, bye!

Deni se puts the phone down.

DENI SE
VWell, at |least Liz has sone wonderf ul
friends, honey.

RI CHARD
Aren to that! Ya know Deni se, we
still have to be there as nuch as we
can for Liz.

Deni se turns her palnms up in the air.

DENI SE
I know, why would you say that to nme?

Ri chard nopves back on his chair.

RI CHARD
Just a rem nder, dear.

DENI SE
Next tinme keep your rem nders to
yoursel f, Ri chard!

Deni se | eaves the roomcrying and | ocks herself in the
bat hroom Richard apol ogi zes through the door, but no reply.
He | eaves for work.

DENI SE (cont' d)
Ri chard, darling, are you honme?

She exits the bat hroom She goes about her day. She picks up
Ni kita and drives over to the hospital. She gets a text from
Ri chard. She smiles. She texts back!

CUT TO



I NT. SAME N GHT - FRANKLI N HOSPI TAL.
Liz is surprised to see her friend and Mom

NI KI TA
Hey dude, | brought MDonal d's!

Thormas | ooks at Nikita.

THOVAS REED
Aren't dudes suppose to be guys?

NI KI TA
It's just slang, sir. Maybe you don't
understand ... with all due respect.

Thomas waves his hand for Nikita to cone over to him

THOVAS REED
Do you see this ring?

NI KI TA
Yes, sir.

THOVAS REED

Good! It's fromeight years of
coll ege at Harvard University.

Nikita's face gl ows!

NI KI TA
For real! | want to go there for
college. I'"'man honor roll student.

Actually so is Liz.

Thomas waves Liz over al so.

THOVAS REED
Yes! For real. There is very little |
don't understand inlife ... with al

due respect to you, young | ady.
Ni kita bows her head in respect.

NI KI TA
I"'msorry if | offended you, sir.

THOVAS REED
Good! Now we got that out of the way.

Deni se asks the girls to let M. Reed rest. He | ooks at
and waves her away.

58.
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THOMAS REED (cont' d)
Ms. WIllians, can't you see | am
having mad fun wth ny new friends?
The girls delight in this new side of Thonmas.

THOMAS REED (cont' d)
Have you ever been to Harvard U. ?

NI KI TA
No! | would |ove to go there.

Li z hugs N kita. Nurse Joyce wal ks in.

LI Z
I hope we all get into the schools we
choose and do well in life.

NURSE JOYCE

M. Reed, it's tine for treatnent.
The girls object.

LI Z
No, can it wait?

NI KI TA
Yeah, can he wait and go later, after
I go hone, please?

Joyce is stunned. She | ooks around the room and at Deni se.
She shrugs her arnms up in the air.

NURSE JOYCE
Okay, |I'Il be back in one hour. But
that's it! This has to be done!
The girls give Thomas a high five. Denise follows Joyce out
to the desk and sits down.

DENI SE
What the hell just happened?

NURSE JOYCE
You got ne! Maybe he's paying them

The two | adies bend in laughter. Back in the room The girls
and Thomas continue tal king. Denise drives N kita hone.

Ri chard stops by the hospital for some tinme and has an ice
creamwith Liz. She yawns a lot. Denise is returning for the
night with Liz.

CUT TO
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I NT. THE NEXT DAY - MORNI NG - HOSPI TAL

Li z and Deni se are together under the bl ankets. Joyce wal ks
into the roomwith a cart of breakfast and drinks. Thomas is
bri ght eyed and hungry.

NURSE JOYCE
Good Morning, sir. Here is your
br eakf ast and cof f ee.

Thomas smiles slightly. Joyce | ooks over to see the others
are fast asleep still. She | eaves the cart by the bed for
them Later they wake and eat. Liz gets out of bed and wal ks
over to Thonas.

LI Z
Good Morning, sir! Did you have a
ni ce breakfast?

Thomas seens puzzl ed.

THOVAS REED
What, are you a food critic?

Li z doesn't understand the comment.

THOMAS REED (cont' d)
Go back over there to your nother.

LI Z
Yes, sir.

Deni se now wal ks over to his bed.

DENI SE
Good norning, sir! Did you have a
ni ce breakfast?

Thomas shakes hi s head.
DENI SE (cont' d)
["lI'l just eat your honme fries since
you haven't finished them
Deni se grabs a handful and wal ks away.
THOVAS REED
Hey Bal dy, you better teach your old
| ady sone manners!
Deni se amuses hersel f.

CUT TO
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I NT. THREE DAYS LATER - EVENI NG - LIZ'S HOUSE

Ri chard and Denise just finish dinner and have cl eaned the
ki tchen. The phone rings and Deni se answers it.

DENI SE
Hel | o!

A woman's voice is crying badly on the other end.

DENI SE (cont' d)
Hello, this is Denise. Wiom am I
speaki ng with pl ease?

The voice is trenbling.

DENI SE (cont' d)
Can | help you pl ease?

Rl CHARD
What's up?

Deni se shrugs.

DENI SE
ovd NO NO NO

Rl CHARD
What happened to Liz?

Richard is in a panic, holding his chest. Denise covers the
phone. She's crying badly. Waving himto sit down.

DENI SE
When, how? OM3 We are com ng over
now Bye!

Deni se sl ans down the phone and shoots up fromthe chair.

Rl CHARD
Honey, what's goi ng on?
DENI SE
Nl - Nikita was killed in an

aut onobi | e acci dent today!
Richard's drink hits the floor. He struggles for bal ance.

Rl CHARD
We nustn't tell Liz anything!

DENI SE
Ri chard, they were friends.
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Rl CHARD
This news will kill our Liz! W
cannot tell her a word.

Deni se i s shaking badly, picking up her keys.

Rl CHARD (cont' d)
Oh no you don't! I'mdriving! Let's
go right now

In the car, on the way to Nikita's house.

Rl CHARD (cont' d)
Call Liz's friends and tell them not
to tell Liz anything about Nikita.

Deni se makes the calls and finishes as they pull up to the
house with | ots of cars outside. An anbul ance was called for
Ni kita's nom She gets taken to the hospital. Her Husband
clinbs in the anmbul ance next to his wfe.

They |l eave Nikita's house, and drive to the hospital to see
Liz. Both Ri chard and Deni se are distraught.

Rl CHARD (cont' d)
We have to pull it together for Liz,
honey. Let's do all our crying now.
We nmust be conposed for Liz!

DENI SE
["mtrying, baby ... I"'mtrying!

Ri chard and Deni se reach the hospital, and go inside.

THOVAS REED
She's been out cold for an hour now.
She had a good day, though. No
friends visited. But the kids here
played with her a |ot.

DENI SE
Thank you!

Rl CHARD
Yes, thank you!

THOVAS REED
Sur e.

They head out to the front desk and informthe staff of what
happened to Nikita, and to please be silent.

CUT TO
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EXT. TWO DAYS LATER - CEMETERY - RAI NI NG - MANY PEOPLE

The cerenony ends and people wal k away. The cenetery staff
seals and locks N kita's casket and lowers it into the
ground forever. Nikita's nomis in a wheelchair and heavily
nmedi cated. Her Dad is being a fortress for the famly.

Ri chard approaches N kita's father.

RI CHARD
Call us for anything you need, any
hour, any day ... we will be there.

Ni kita's father shakes R chard's hand and wal ks away wi th
his children, and pushing his wife in the wheel chair.

Rl CHARD (cont' d)
Don't get mad at ne now, Denise, for
what | am about to say.

Her makeup is changi ng col ors.

Rl CHARD (cont' d)
Poor Nikita died young, seventeen
years old. And she was healthy. Liz
may live a long life. W never know.

DENI SE
| understand you, sweetheart! |'m not
mad. Just brokenhearted! Al these
girls are |ike daughters to us.

RI CHARD
To every famly I'msure. Let's keep
praying for Nikita's famly. They
need it so nmuch now

They get into their car, and drive.

Rl CHARD (cont' d)
Wiy don't we get sone breakfast at
McDonald's for Liz and M. Whnderful ?

Deni se chuckles and |laughs a little. Richard does too.
Deni se | eans over and ki sses Richard softly.

DENI SE
| could use sone food and a very
strong coffee now.

They drive up to the board and place their order.

CUT TO



I NT. SAME DAY - FRANKLI N HOSPI TAL

Ri chard and Denise arrive at the hospital. Liz and Thomas

have al ready eaten breakfast.

LI Z
H Mm Dad!

Thomas gl ances over.

DENI SE
H, sweetie!

Ri chard smles at Liz.

DENI SE (cont' d)

We brought you sone food.

LI Z
Anesone! Lunch will be in
hour and a half, but | wl
f ood i nst ead!

DENI SE
Excuse ne, M. Reed.

Thomas | ooks up from his norning paper.

about an
| eat this

DENI SE (cont' d)
We brought you sone breakfast. | hope

you like it, sir.
Thomas nods his head and smles at Den

LI Z

se and Ri chard.

| have a coffee today from

McDonal d's, mad yummy!

Liz brings Thomas his food and sets it
napki ns and coff ee.

THOVAS REED

You keep this up, Baldy ...

will be ny new secretary.
Liz is happy and wal ks back to her bed.
RI CHARD

upon his bed with

and you

Did you sleep well last night, honey?

Wth a nmout hful of hash browns she nods. Denise sips her
coffee al so as everyone eats. Nurse Joyce wal ks into the

room and sees the feast.
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NURSE JOYCE
Well | guess lunch won't be served in
here today.

LI Z

What's on the nenu?
Everyone | ooks at Joyce.

NURSE JOYCE
Cheeseburgers and fries, onion rings,
and Coca-Cola fromthe tap.

Li z and Thomas | ook at one anot her.
LI Z
Pl ease bring our lunch in here
anyway, maybe a few hours late. |
will heat it up for us.

Joyce | ooks at Thonmas.

NURSE JOYCE
I can see you have her on the
payrol | .

THOVAS REED
Al nost!

Joyce asks Denise to cone to the front desk with her.

NURSE JOYCE

How was the funeral? A |lot of people?
DENI SE

Dear Lord, yes. My heart is crushed!
NURSE JOYCE

| bet. I"mso sorry. She was a

beautiful and smart girl. Howis
hubby doi ng?

DENI SE
He's okay. Wen a child has a | ot of
close friends and they spend tine in
your house, they becone part of the
famly. No matter what happens, good
or bad ... you feel the inpact!

Deni se returns to the roomand Richard and her spend nore
time with Liz before she starts another treatnent. The staff
bring Liz down the hall for her session.
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In the room

THOVAS REED
Looks like I"mgetting fat today.

NURSE JOYCE
That was nice of themto renmenber you
this morning with a hot breakfast.

THOVAS REED
I was still hungry.

NURSE JOYCE
| said, that was a nice thing for
them to do.

THOVAS REED
| said ... | was still hungry.

Thomas makes his point clear to Joyce. She turns to him

NURSE JOYCE
M. Reed, you have to |earn sone
manners. | don't care if you are a
billionaire and have all sorts of

contacts. That doesn't give you any
rights over others. Tinme to grow up
and act like a man, and not a spoil ed
little brat!

Thomas just listens. Joyce | eaves the room angry.

THOVAS REED
Well, | guess she told ne ... she
bel i eves. Maybe | should marry, her?

Thomas chuckl es and enjoys his coffee. Liz returns |later and
is sleeping again. The staff gently places her in bed, where
she sleeps for a few hours. Thomas wal ks to Liz.

THOMAS REED (cont' d)
Bal dy, hey Bal dy.

Thomas is shaking Liz while she is sleeping.

THOMAS REED (cont' d)
Bal dy, wake up!

A groggy Liz turns over to | ook at Thomas. He pats her bald
head a fewtinmes at the top. He uses his fingers to open her
eyes. He w ggles her nose. She smles.

Then he points to the food.



Thomas wal ks back to his bed and clinbs in and waits for

THOMAS REED (cont' d)
Get out of bed, Baldy. | am hungry
and you need to nake ny food for ne.

LI Z
kay, M. Reed.

to heat up the food and his coffee, then serve him

LI Z (cont'd)
Here you are, sir. Just the way you
like it, nice and hot. | think I too
may be hungry.

THOVAS REED
Well, go make yoursel f sone
breakfast. You' re not broken!

LI Z
No sir, | amnot.

Thomas's secretary Julie walks in the room

Li z | ooks at

Juli e | aughs,

Jul i e shakes

THOVAS REED
Hey, Baldy! This is the lady you wil|l
soon be repl aci ng.

Julie in awe.

JULI E ANDERSON
Hello, ny nane is Julie. | am M.
Reed' s personal secretary.

THOVAS REED
Not for |ong!

and pl aces her pocketbook on his bed.

LI Z

Good day, madam M nane is Liz.
THOVAS REED

Madam ... whoa!

her head at Thonms.

JULI E ANDERSON
Nice to nmeet you, Liz.
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Julie sits on a chair next to Thomas's bed and gives hima
pi ece of paper to read and sign.



THOVAS REED

Well, well! Finally we killed those
bastards over there at XYZ steel. |
knew t hey woul d cave. How nuch we
getting for this acquisition?

JULI E ANDERSON

One hundred-forty mllion dollars.

THOVAS REED

You hear that, Baldy? Keep doi ng your

homewor k. One day this can
you al so, if you are tough!

Julie glances over at Liz.

JULI E ANDERSON

happen to

| just wanted to come by in person

and give you the good news.

THOVAS REED
G eat news! Hey, while you are here
doing nothing ... Cean this stuff
of f ny bed.

Thomas stares at Julie with expectation.
mess for him

JULI E ANDERSON

Julie cleans the

M. Reed. | do not like the way you
talk to ne, or even treat ne,
sonmeti nmes. You need to change.

THOVAS REED

Hey, find yourself another job!

Jul i e shakes her head.

LI Z

It's okay, Mss Julie. W have to be
tough in this world if we want to

survive. Being a winp will

never help

you becone weal t hy and powerful.

Julie turns to Thomas with i ndi ct nent.

JULI E ANDERSON

| see you' ve had plenty of tine to

br ai nwash her

Thomas agrees, as Julie wal ks over to Li
shoul der gently.

z and pats her
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JULI E ANDERSON (cont "' d)
It's okay, honey. H's bark is just
that, a bark. Underneath all that
grom ... is a helpless worm

Li z acts insulted.

LI Z
You shoul dn't speak that way about ny
friend, ma' am

JULI E ANDERSON
| see you have been brai nwashed!

Julie wal ks out of the room

LI Z
I'"msorry she spoke about you that
way, M. Reed. She nust be having her
period | guess.

THOVAS REED
In any event, she won't |eave ne. |
pay her too well.

Nurse Joyce enters the roomw th another staff nenber

NURSE JOYCE
M. Reed, tine for treatnents again.

THOVAS REED
Is there |li ke sonme federal regulation
on treatnents? You guys conme for nme a
lot. I'"'mgoing to call ny | awyer.

NURSE JOYCE
What ever! Get your ass in the
wheel chair now My job is to make
sure you get your treatment so you
don't get worse, or die.

LI Z
There is no need to swear at M.
Reed. You get nore with honey, than
wi th vinegar.

THOVAS REED
| love it! See ya soon, Bal dy!

Liz is sleeping. Thomas returns and sees her in bed. He
declines help into bed. He asks for a hot coffee. Joyce
brings himone. She doesn't wait for a thank-you. She

doesn't get one, anyway. Thomas sips and stares at Liz.
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Cont'd

Li z noves about the bed and her bl anket falls off. Thonmas
gets out of bed and wal ks over to cover her up with the
bl anket. He pats her head a few tines.

THOMAS REED (cont' d)
Stay warm Bal dy!

He wal ks back over to his bed, turns to get in, and notices
Liz is sitting up |ooking at him

LI Z
You really do have a good heart,
don't you M. Reed?

THOVAS REED
| bet you're real good at keeping
secrets, huh?

LI Z
For a friend ... anything!

Thomas smles at her and bl ows her a kiss.

LI Z (cont'd)
I am going to have sone hot coffee
and a fresh muffin, would you like a
muf fin too, boss?

Thomas gi ves her the thunbs up sign. After sone tine the
staff cones for Liz again. Later she cones back. This tine
she i s awake and energi zed.

THOVAS REED
That coffee worked wel | .
LI Z
Yes, it did. I"'mglad. | don't want

to sleep at all now.

THOVAS REED
Good! Cone here and clean ny reading
gl asses for ne.

Liz brings the glasses into the bathroom She returns them
to Thomas sparkling clear. They decide to walk the halls
together. The staff is speechless. They stand at the candy
machi nes. Thomas takes out noney, makes two sel ections, and
they wal k on. The staff takes the opportunity to clean the
roomwhile they are out.

CUT TO
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I NT. THAT SAME NI GHT - LIZ'S HOUSE
Ri chard and Deni se watch the tel evision.

DENI SE
When do you want to go see Liz?

RI CHARD
I'"m fl exi bl e.

Deni se stares at R chard.

DENI SE
What does that nean, Richard?
RI CHARD
Deni se, chill out! It means | am

ready whenever you are.
Deni se stands up and wal ks away, then turns to Richard.

DENI SE
Way don't you just stay hone tonight.

She wal ks out of the house wi thout Richard saying another

word to her. He then walks into the kitchen, he eats a snack
and feeds Sam

Rl CHARD
Sam | don't know what the heck is
maki ng her so noody these days. W
are all going through the sanme
i ssues. W are all human here.

Sam | ooks up at Richard.

Rl CHARD (cont' d)
Oh, sorry Sam

Ri chard texts Deni se. Later she cones hone.

Rl CHARD (cont' d)
Hi ! How was Liz?

No response from Deni se.

Rl CHARD (cont' d)
Honey! How is Liz doing?

DENI SE
| didn't see her tonight.

Ri chard sighs in frustration.
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Rl CHARD
Then where did you go?

No answer as she sits on the bed.

DENI SE
Richard, | need to be alone for
awhile. I"'msleeping in Liz's room

t oni ght. Good ni ght!

She wal ks out wi thout a hug, kiss, or | |love you. Richard
slanms his hand agai nst the wall.

CUT TO

I NT. THE NEXT DAY - POLI CE STATION - CHH EF S OFFI CE
The Chief lays a nuffin before Richard.

CH EF WATERS
What's troubling you, Richard?

RI CHARD
That obvi ous?

The Chief |eans back in his chair.

CH EF WATERS
Wl |, yeah! Your hair is all nessed
up, you haven't shaved, you're
wearing a tie over a t-shirt, and you
haven't reported to roll call. Just a
few subtle hints.

Ri chard | ooks down at his shirt. He shakes his head and
renoves the tie. Tears trickle down his face. The Chi ef
pi cks up the phone.

CHI EF WATERS (cont' d)
This is Chief Waters, Patrol man
WIllians is excused today, Sergeant.
Thank you!

Pl aci ng the phone down, the Chief slowy wal ks around the
desk, and sits on the edge.

CHI EF WATERS (cont' d)
Way don't we get a strong cup of
coffee and talk this thing out.

Ri chard agrees and stands up then | eaves the office with the
Chi ef .



Cont' d
Down the hall in a private room
CHI EF WATERS (cont' d)

I"msure glad we have a | ocal cafe
branch right here in the station.

Richard replies softly.

Rl CHARD
Yeah. Their coffee is good.

CH EF WATERS
So what's eating at you?

Ri chard | ooks directly into the Chief's eyes.

Rl CHARD
Deni se may be cheating on ne.

The Chief sits back in the chair.
CH EF WATERS
What gives you that idea, at this
time in your |ives?

Rl CHARD

Last night she said she was going to

see Liz. She cane hone, was quiet.

asked how Liz was, no reply. Then she
said she didn't see Liz. And she said

she wanted to sleep in Liz's room

and wal ked out w thout saying another

word, or even giving nme a hug.
The Chief |locks his fingers.
CH EF WATERS

Richard, a sick child is the toughest
time in a parent's life. Denise, like
you, has her own struggles with this

situation. Not to nention Liz's
friend just died. And from ny

under st andi ng, she was very close to

you folks. So Denise is feeling
potentially two | oses here.

Ri chard | owers his coffee.

RI CHARD
Two | oses, Chief?
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Cont'd

CH EF WATERS
Yes. She may feel she is going to
|lose Liz as well. Sorry to say those
words to you, Richard. But she is
nostly scared of that possibility. As
you are. But she was very close to
Ni kita al so. Denise is terrified!

Ri chard keeps using the napkins on his face.

Rl CHARD
| guess you're right, Chief.

CH EF WATERS
O course | am It's a very stressful
time for everyone, even ne. |'m
worri ed about Liz, Denise and you!

Ri chard drinks his coffee slowy.

Rl CHARD
Thank you. Those words are conforting
to nme now, boss.

CH EF WATERS
That's the spirit, guy! Wiy don't we
go back to the office, ny wfe gave
me half an apple pie, help ne eat
some of it, wll ya?

Rl CHARD
"1 try.

Back in the office the Chief cuts the pie.

Rl CHARD (cont' d)
Ww, the Ms. sure can bake a pie!

The Chief displays his appreciation for kind words.
CH EF WATERS
Just don't tell anyone you ate sone.
If it gets back to ny wife, she won't
bake ne any nore.
They both chuckl e softly.

CHI EF WATERS (cont' d)
"Il clear you for a few days off.

CUT TO
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EXT/ I NT. THE SAME DAY - AFTERNOON - MALL/ HOSPOTAL

Richard gets a text fromDenise. It makes himsmle. He
texts back to her. He buys flowers for Liz. He stops to have
a bite to eat. He |leaves the mall and drives to the hospital
searching for a parking spot.

He wal ks into Liz's room

LI Z
Hey, Dad, great to see ya

Ri chard hands her the flowers. Thomas sml es.

Rl CHARD
Here you are, princess.

Li z hugs the flowers.

Rl CHARD (cont' d)
Has Mom been here today?

Li z | ooks at the door.

LI Z
She' s here somewhere. Mist be out at
the front desk.

Rl CHARD
I was just there. Didn't see her.

Liz places the flowers in a vase shaped |i ke a pencil.
Rl CHARD (cont' d)
Cool , always thinking about witing
and | earni ng, huh?

LI Z
Yup! | had ny treatnment and | wasn't
afrai d today.

Ri chard secures her firmy.

Rl CHARD
Wonderful! Keep up the good work.

Thomas wal ks over to Richard.
THOVAS REED
Ya know, Baldy is very active around
here. Everyone |ikes her.

Richard just listens. Thomas wal ks back to his bed.



Cont'd

Deni se enters the room and wal ks up to Richard and ki sses

him Then she kisses Liz.

LI Z
Mom that's |like the tenth kiss since
you got here.

Deni se swallows up Liz tightly.
DENI SE
And you may get ten nore before |
| eave this place tonight.

Li z | ooks surprised.

LI Z
Mom you're not staying the night?
DENI SE

| can't baby. | have a huge neeting
in the norning.

Thormas over hears the conversati on.

THOVAS REED
Meeting? | |ove neetings. Whom do you
wor k for?
Denise is reluctant to answer him

THOMAS REED (cont' d)
Cnrmon! It can't be that nuch of a
secret. Who? Who?

Ri chard waves his hand at Thomas to be quiet.

DENI SE
kay. | work for Osen and Butler.

Thomas pauses, and then expl odes in | aughter.

THOVAS REED
Well then, you work for ne!

Everyone is still.
THOVAS REED (cont' d)
Yup! As Bal dy says! They are a sister
conpany of my hone office.

Ri chard and Deni se stare at each ot her
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Cont'd
LI Z

7.

Ww, Mom That's mad cool! | magine

M. Reed being you

r boss.

THOVAS REED

| magi ne!

Thomas wal ks out of the room

Rl CHARD

Can it be true? Ca
for this tyrant?

LI Z
Tyrant, Dad? He's
all. He's just gru
Deni se seens worri ed.

DENI SE
Let ne make sone p

Ri chard pats Liz on the shoul de

n you be working

not |ike that at
npy a | ot.

hone call s.

r.

Rl CHARD

How about | stay t

he ni ght here. They

can bring in an extra bed. W can

stay up and watch
Li z thinks about it.
LI Z
Okay, Dad. But ple
me here.

Ri chard | ooks at Denise, then b

horror novi es.

ase don't enbarrass

ack at Liz.

Rl CHARD

I'"'malways nice to

LI Z
No, | nmean with M

the staff, honey.

. Reed.

Ri chard places his hand over his heart.

Rl CHARD

| prom se!

A giant grin fills Liz's face.
Deni se puts her phone down.

She checks the TV |istings.



78.

Cont' d
DENI SE
I[t's true. | work for M. Whnderful.
Ri chard pats her knee.
Rl CHARD

Doesn't seemto bother Liz a bit.

DENI SE
| guess | will have to renenber that.

Thomas enters the room

LI Z
Hey M. Reed, ny dad is spending the
ni ght and we are going to watch
horror novi es together.

Thomas gi ves her the daily paper.

THOVAS REED
There ya go, Baldy. Lots of horror in
t here everyday.

He clinbs into his bed and turns the lights out on his side
of the room

LI Z
Goodni ght, sir!

Thomas gi ves the thunbs up! Denise kisses them then |eaves
for the night. Liz turns off the lights and cl oses over the
partition door. She cuddles up next to her dad while

wat chi ng the scary novies. Later she shifts to her own bed.

CUT TO

I NT. THE NEXT DAY - LIZ'S HOUSE

Deni se feeds Sam Then she sits at the table eating her food
and drinking coffee. Samrests at her feet. The phone rings.

DENI SE
How was your night with Liz? That's
very good. I'mso irritable about
wor ki ng for Reed. | know, Richard,
but you don't have to work for hini

CUT TO



I NT. THE SAVME DAY - SAME CALL - HOSPI TAL - MORNI NG

LI Z
Does Momwant to talk to ne?

Ri chard slowly puts down the phone.
Rl CHARD
No, she had to go. She will call you
| at er she said.

Li z | ooks at her dad and grabs his hands.

LI Z
I know ny being sick is placing you
bot h under enornous stress. |I'msorry

| am causi ng you guys to be upset.
Richard brings Liz into his chest.

Rl CHARD
Liz, don't you ever think you are the
cause of anything. You being sick is
not an issues for us. Prom se nme you
understand that fully?

Li z breaks down in her Dad's arns.

LI Z
| prom se Dad!

RI CHARD
Momis concerned about other matters.
Let's go eat sone food.

A sedated stroll |leads themto the kitchen

THOVAS REED
H, Julie, get me some info on a
Denise WIllians who works at O sen
and Butl er. Now

Later that day Julie calls Thonas.

THOMAS REED (cont' d)
Yes, okay. Good.

He ends the call. R chard has |left the hospital.

LI Z
M. Reed. | have treatnment again. |
ki nda don't want to go.

( MORE)
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LI Z (cont'd)
I have been feeling tired after, and
| sleep alot. | don't want to m ss

any fun here.
Thomas pul |l s her over by her shoul ders.

THOVAS REED
You listen here, Baldy. Life is a
viper pit. And you have to be the
vi per who bites first. So what if you
are tired now. Afterwards you gain
strength and courage. No one can take
that fromyou. Go to your treatnent,
spit inits face. You want to work in
a vicious world, you better learn to
be vicious al so. Now get going. |
don't like chickens!

Liz |l eaves the roomcrying. Later she returns.

LI Z
" m back! | spit on the machine |ike
you said. It worked!

Thomas cl aps hi s hands.
LI Z (cont'd)

I"'mnot a chicken. So | guess you
have to |i ke nme now.

Thomas reaches for her ribs and yanks her to his bed.

THOVAS REED
Hey, bald girl! | don't have to like
you, or anyone el se.

He shakes her.

THOMAS REED (cont' d)
Do you understand nme?

Li z backs off fromhimand clinbs into bed. She begins to
cry a lot under the bl anket.

THOVAS REED (cont' d)
Chi cken, baby chi cken!

Liz pulls the bl ankets over her head nore.

THOMAS REED (cont' d)
"Il make a man out of you yet!

CUT TO
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I NT. THAT SAME NI GHT - TREATMENT ROOM - HOSPI TAL

Thomas i s arguing about having to do a test because it makes
him feel unconfortable. Liz is walking the halls to get out
of the room and overhears himw th nurse Joyce.

LI Z
Vell, well, well.

Thomas is startled by the faint voice.

LI Z (cont'd)
Do | hear the voice of a chicken?

Liz flaps her arns |ike w ngs.
LI Z (cont'd)
M. Reed, you are a wuss. And | don't

allow wuss's in ny room So unless
you man up ... you're out!

She stornms out of the room | aughing.

NURSE JOYCE
Now are you really gonna |l et her get
t he best of you?

Thomas begins the tests. He later returns to the room where
Liz has fallen asl eep.

THOVAS REED
Bal dy! Hey, Bal dy. Wake up.

Li z wakes up and | ooks at Thonas.

THOMAS REED (cont' d)
Thanks!

He goes to bed for the night. Trying to hide his humlity.

LI Z
Don't nmention it, Boss!

She then stands next to his bed tucking himin. He is
speechless. Liz then pulls his face to hers and she ki sses
hi m on the cheek. Thomas is silent.

LI Z (cont'd)
Tomorrow wi Il be a better day.

Thormas t hen ki sses her forehead.

CUT TO
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I NT. TWO DAYS LATER - DAY - LIZ' S HOUSE

Ri chard and Denise drink coffee in separate roons. Richard
keeps |l ooking into the living room He brings his cup of
coffee in there and sits next to Deni se.

Rl CHARD
Honey, you don't have to worry about
Thomas Reed. He's so busy with his
job, he doesn't have tinme to worry
about enpl oyees worki ng at ot her
bui | di ngs. Besides, you are the best
enpl oyee there.

Deni se stares downward at the table.

Rl CHARD (cont' d)
I know Baldy, | nean Liz ...

Deni se turns quickly to face Richard.

Rl CHARD (cont' d)
Sorry, just a nicknane.

DENI SE
Don't ever again refer to our
daught er as Bal dy!

Ri chard takes his coffee and wal ks back into the kitchen. He
pets Sama few tinmes and | eaves for work. Sam junps up next
to Deni se now. She rubs her hand over his ears as he surveys
her with | oving eyes.

DENI SE (cont' d)
This is so very hard for nme, Sam

The phone rings.

DENI SE (cont' d)
Hel ol Ch, hi. How are you? Ckay, |
will stop by to see you. Sam 1'Il be
back in awhile.

Deni se wal ks Sam and | eaves the house. Cut to: Denise pulls
up to Nikita's house. She wal ks to the door and it opens
before she reaches the front stairs.

MRS. PATEL
H ! Thank you for com ng by.

DENI SE
O coursel
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Cont'd

Ms. Patel is holding a few | ocks of |long black hair in her
shaki ng hands. Denise stabilizes her hands. Ms. Patel is
overwhel ned with enoti on.

DENI SE (cont' d)
Is this Nkita's hair?

Ms. Patel w pes away tears. The | adies hug tightly.

MRS. PATEL
Yes. We had her hair shaved before
she was buried. This way we could
al ways have her with us.

Deni se ki sses her cheek.

DENI SE
You were a | oving and supportive nom
She is in heaven telling everyone how
awesone you were to her

Ms. Patel struggles to chuckle.

MRS. PATEL
Thank you. We wanted you to have sone
of Nikita's hair.

Now Deni se starts crying heavily. The | adi es enbrace again.

DENI SE
| don't know what to say.

Ms. Patel |eaves themin Deni se's hands.

MRS. PATEL
Carry themw th you forever

Deni se holds the shiny hair to her heart.
MRS. PATEL (cont'd)
How are you and Richard doing with
your own struggl es?
Deni se shrugs her shoul ders.

DENI SE
I think I sonetines take ny
frustrations out on Richard and | see
it hurts him | feel badly a |ot.

Ms. Patel pours tea, spilling sone on the carpet.
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MRS. PATEL
Bot h of you are going through
difficult tinmes, not just one. It
will take both of you to survive on
one anothers | ove and strength.

Deni se pats her hand a few tines.

DENI SE
Yes, you are right. | feel as though
I am | osing hope and interest in ny
marriage and job. | already |ost,

Ni kita. And she was your daughter.

The two wonen cry nore. Denise w pes the carpet.

MRS. PATEL
My husband and | nust help carry on
her name by hel ping each other. W
buried Nikita nine feet down.

DENI SE
Wiy so far down?

MRS. PATEL
My husband wanted soneone in our
fam |y, hopefully many years from
now, to be buried on top of her. W
have our plots like this, so the
famly stays together. W too have
| ost interest in things. But we have
three nore children to raise.

Deni se cradl es her tea.

DENI SE
May | pl ease have sone of N kita's
clothes? A shirt, pants, shoes? |
want to keep themin a bag, along
with her hair, taking them everywhere
| go, never being w thout her!

The two ladies walk into Nikita's decorated room

DENI SE (cont' d)
Ww She really knew how to design.

They bot h chuckl e.

MRS. PATEL
She woul d al ways design a new | ook.
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DENI SE
What are you going to use this room
for now?

Ms. Patel rubs a giant teddy bear on the bed.

MRS. PATEL
W will keep it as it is. Undisturbed
for all our lives.

Deni se notices a bunch of nail, notes, presents on the bed.

DENI SE
What are these, honey?

Ms. Patel trenbles. Denise holds her in her arns. Then MSs.
Patel reaches for the itens on the bed.

MRS. PATEL
These are nessages from peopl e who
cal | ed asking about N kita. O,
nmessages from people who did not yet
know she di ed. She had a birthday, as
you know. W placed the gifts and
everyt hing here on her bed for her.

DENI SE
You guys are so wonderful! She is
right here with us now Only we
cannot see her.

MRS. PATEL
| feel it too. | truly do!

The two | adies | eave the roomwith a fewitens for Denise.

DENI SE
Thanks for having ne over.

MRS. PATEL
Focus on your famly. You need each
ot her these days. Love triunphs all.

A big hug together. Denise walks to her car. Ms. Patel
wal ks back into Nikita's room al one. She clutches the giant
t eddy bear, crying uncontrollably, laying on the bed.

MRS. PATEL (cont'd)
Wiy did you have to | eave, nomy!

CUT TO
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I NT. THE SAME DAY - HOSPI TAL

Thomas and Liz are having a spitball fight. Nurse Joyce
wal ks in, catching themin the act.

NURSE JOYCE
Do you guys want to pay to have this
pl ace cl eaned?

Thomas and Liz find her coments anusi ng.

THOVAS REED
We were just having sone fun.

Joyce takes away the straws.

LI Z
We're just being kids!

Joyce pushes the wheelchair next to Liz's bed. Liz stares at
Joyce and then pulls the blankets over her.

NURSE JOYCE
Now, Liz, we have been through this
ordeal before. Get out of the bed,
now | don't have all day. | have
ot her patients to care for.

Li z doesn't nove. Joyce pulls the blankets off, and yanks
Li z out of bed. Liz pushes Joyce and she falls over. Thonas
| eaps out of bed, rushing over to the girls.

THOVAS REED
Bal dy, what the hell are you doi ng?

Thomas hel ps up Joyce. Joyce slaps Liz on the armand storns
out of the room hol di ng her head.

LI Z
Today is the worst of all treatnents.
| hate this frigging test. |I'm not
doing it any longer. | don't care if

| diel! No, | won't do it!
Thomas wal ks back to bed shaking his head.
LI Z (cont'd)
Well, aren't you going to argue with
me, M. Reed?

Thomas waves his hand to brush her off. Liz sticks her
tongue out at Thomas. Joyce cones back in the room
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NURSE JOYCE
Li z, you hurt ne!

Joyce stands waiting for a reply fromlLiz.

LI Z
I'"'mnot doing that test any |onger.
If you try to nake ne, | wll cal
the police. | have rights!

THOVAS REED

Let the little brat die if she wants.
Liz throws her soda at Thomas. It nearly m sses him

NURSE JOYCE
That's it! You are being transferred
to anot her room

Joyce gets on the phone and calls the Doctor. A few nonents
| ater the Doctor and a few others enter the room

DOCTOR CONNOR
Liz, this is a mld sedative.

Liz picks up a knife by her bed and points it towards the
Doctor and ot hers, while |ocking eyes.

DOCTOR CONNOR (cont' d)
Call her parents! Now

Joyce calls Denise and Richard. They arrive |ater. Everyone
in the roomis silent.

DENI SE
What's goi ng on?

Thomas yel | s out before anyone can speak.

THOVAS REED
Bal dy has flipped her lid! That's
what's going on. She threw a soda can
at ne, pushed Joyce down, and has had
that knife in her hand for an hour
now. She's nuts!

Ri chard slowy wal ks over to Liz.
Rl CHARD

Honey, | know you're scared, but |'m
here with you now. Let's do the test.
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Liz puts the knife down. She |eaves the roomw th R chard.
She doesn't speak to her nother.

DOCTOR CONNOR
This is very conmon with patients who
are treated with these nedicines. The
stress does wear off.

THOVAS REED
That's good to know

DENI SE
| apol ogi ze for Liz's actions. She
didn't nean it. It's the stress and
nmedi ci ne.

Thomas brushes off Deni se. Everyone | eaves the room but
Thomas and Deni se.

THOVAS REED
Pl ease | eave the roomso | can sleep

Deni se di splays her feelings then | eaves the room In the
hal | way she speaks to the Doctor

DENI SE
We are sorry for this behavior.

DOCTOR CONNOR
It's nothing newto us. Don't worry.

Ri chard and Liz return. Richard | eaves the roomwhile Liz
gets changed.

THOVAS REED
Excuse ne, young | ady. W have a
bat hr oom where you can change.

LI Z
Seen one, Thomas ... seen themall!

Thomas covers his face! Richard cones back in the room

RI CHARD
Al set now?

THOVAS REED
Yeah, and she changed right in front
of ne. She didn't use the bat hroom

Ri chard seens puzzled by Thomas's words.
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LI Z
He didn't see anything, Dad!

Thormas chuckl es.

LI Z (cont'd)
Sorry, Thomas. | was in a hurry.

THOVAS REED
kay, Baldy. No problem Al is
forgiven. But you owe ne a foot rub

LI Z
Deal !

Ri chard and Liz | eave the room

Rl CHARD
A foot rub, Liz. Isn't that alittle
per sonal ?

Li z di sagrees.

Rl CHARD (cont' d)
Deni se, we are going to go for
di nner. Do you want to take your car,
or mne?

Deni se i s caught off guard.

DENI SE
| can't, guys. | have work here with
Joyce. W have to get these forns
filled out for financial help.

LI Z
Mom we are not poor

DENI SE
No, we are not. But these neds are
not all covered and if we have to pay
out of pocket, we will be poor!

Rl CHARD
Should | stay and hel p?

DENI SE
No! You guys go. Bring ne back a
sal ad pl ease.

CUT TO



I NT. THAT SAVME Nl GHT - GREEK RESTAURANT
Ri chard and Liz finish dinner.

LI Z
Dad, | ate |like a shark!

Ri chard exam nes her plate.

Rl CHARD
| guess so, sweetie. Anyway, it wll
gi ve you nore strength.

LI Z
I like to eat good food!

Rl CHARD
Let's get nom a sal ad and go back!

CUT TO

INT. NIGHT - THE SAME NI GHT - HOSPI TAL

Ri chard and Liz return. Liz rushes to the desk with the
sal ad for her nom

DENI SE
Thank you, sweetheart! Oh, Liz. You
owe Joyce an apol ogy!

Li z bows her head and enbraces Joyce.

LI Z
I"mso sorry | acted violentl
don't know what's happening t
m nd at tines.

Y.
0]

Joyce extends her affection to Liz.

NURSE JOYCE
Thank goodness we know

They all smle.
DENI SE

This salad is so huge. Joyce
in the kitchen and kill this

let's go
t hi ng!

NURSE JOYCE
Oh | ook! It's ny break tinme too.

The ladies walk to the kitchen constantly talking.
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Ri chard spends a few mnutes with Liz.

Rl CHARD

Momw || be here a while |onger. She
will stop by soon.

LI Z
Mad cool, | |ove you, Dad!

Rl CHARD

I love you too, Liz!

THOVAS REED
Aw, soneone give ne a tissue!

Li z shakes her head at Thonmas.

LI Z
You have to earn | ove, sir!

Ri chard | eaves w t hout sayi ng goodni ght to Thonas.

LI Z (cont'd)
M. Reed, | will get better and if
you ever need nme to take care of you,
I will ... no matter what!

THOVAS REED
| guess | earned ny |ove!

Deni se enters the roomlater. She turns out the lights and
clinbs into bed with Liz. She cuddles into the curves of

Li z's body. The norning cones with hot breakfast for
everyone.

LI Z
Yum Hey, M. Reed, you want to split
my chocol ate chip pancakes with nme?

Thomas hands Liz his plate.

LI Z (cont'd)
Here ya go!

THOVAS REED
Thanks, Bal dy! Here, you can have ny
homefries. | was gonna give themto

the squirrels. They have to eat too.

Liz hurries to collect themfromhis plate.
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LI Z
| have to eat first!

Nurse Joyce conmes in a few mnutes |ater

NURSE JOYCE
Liz, did you forget to feed your nonf?

Liz turns to her nonis plate.

LI Z
Nope, she eats fast!

Deni se smles at Joyce.

NURSE JOYCE
kay, as long as nom got sone food.
Be ready soon for a three-treatnent
day, Liz.

Li z' s excitenent abstains.

LI Z
A three-treatnent day? Wiat does that
nmean, exactly?

Joyce consol es Liz and Deni se.

NURSE JOYCE
It means the cancer is spreading
t hroughout your body. W have to anp
up the treatnments and be very
aggressi ve now.

Denise cries. Liz tilts into her nom

LI Z
I need to nmake ny peace with God.

NURSE JOYCE
Thomas, you are maki ng excel | ent
progress and you shoul d be hone very
soon, soO you can go to your office.

Thomas's fists soar to the ceiling.

THOVAS REED
My office, ny hone!

Joyce takes vitals fromboth Liz and Thonas.
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NURSE JOYCE
M. Reed, you too have a busy day of
treatnments. So I'll be back for you

both in an hour.
Joyce | eaves the room
LI Z

Mom did you hear that? M. Reed is
goi ng hone very soon

DENI SE

Yes, honey, that is good news!
LI Z

Then why are you crying?
DENI SE

Because | want you to cone hone.
LI Z

Il will, Mom... gotta have faith!

Deni se puts down her coffee and puts on her coat.

DENI SE
I will conme by |ater honey. | have
sone errands | have to do.

LI Z
kay, |ove you, Mmn

Deni se turns back to Liz.

DENI SE
Oh how | | ove you, Liz!

She blows a kiss to Liz and departs.

NURSE JOYCE
Well, who's first?

Li z and Thomas | ook at each ot her.

THOVAS REED
Take her!

LI Z
Take him

The roomfills with | aughter.
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THOVAS REED
Can we go at the sane tine!

Li z abruptly focuses on Joyce.

NURSE JOYCE
Well, it's not suppose to be that way
... but, I guess we can bend the
rul es once in awhile.

Thomas grabs a doubl e wheelchair. He sits down. Then he
directs Liz to sit next to him Joyce pushes them both down
the hall, as they make faces at the kids wal ki ng by.

CUT TO

I NT. LATER THAT DAY - LIZ S HOUSE
Ri chard and Deni se's enotions collide.

DENI SE
Well fine, Richard. If you are so
strong, you stay with Liz at night!

Ri chard paces in circles.

Rl CHARD
Honey, N kita is dead. Say it!

Deni se rushes to Richard's face.

DENI SE
What the hell did you say to nme?

Ri chard attenpts to provide solace to Denise as she renains
still and tightened.

Rl CHARD
You have been a ness since her death.
| know the three of you were
i nsepar abl e, but she is gone now,
Deni se. You are nourning her far
wor se than her own parents. Let her
go, please!

Deni se noves away from Ri chard.

DENI SE
How about | let you go?
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Ri chard wal ks out of the house. Denise doesn't | ook his way.
She sees his car drive away, as she coll apses.

CUT TO

I NT. THAT SAME NI GHT - HOSPI TAL

Thormas and Liz are alone in the room

LI Z
I"msorry | got changed in front of
you, Sir.

THOVAS REED

Seen one body, seen themall!
Li z gives Thomas a high five.

LI Z
| hope ny body is alive and well for
many, nmany years.

THOVAS REED
You wi || be, Baldy.

Liz sits down. She wavers back and forth

THOMAS REED (cont' d)
You |look tired. Ht the sheets!

Thormas tucks her in bed and ki sses her forehead.

THOVAS REED (cont' d)
You know sonet hi ng, Bal dy.

Li z probes Thomas's eyes.

THOVAS REED (cont' d)
If I ever had a child ... | would
want himor her to be Iike you in
every way possi bl e.

LI Z
Real | y? Why?

THOVAS REED
Because you cane into this disease
frightened, and you are becom ng
courageous. That is how we need to be
inall areas of life.
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THOVAS REED (cont' d)
It's never easy for anyone. Life
bites us, we have to bite back

Liz is nodding off.

LI Z
kay, yeah, sure, we can have
chocolate mlk |ater.

Thomas pats her head a few tines and | ets her sleep. Then he
returns to his bed.

CUT TO

I NT. THAT SAME NI GHT - LIZ'S HOUSE

Deni se wal ks into the bedroomas Richard and Sam are |ying
on the bed. She sits on the opposite end.

DENI SE
I"msorry! | have to go to Liz.

Ri chard pats the bed a few tinmes and Deni se turns around.

Rl CHARD
Conme to bed honey. It's just stress.
W will both see Liz in the norning.

Deni se wal ks to the top of the bed. She lifts up the sheets.
She takes her pillow and wal ks out of the room while
Ri chard fights back tears.

He yells to Deni se.

Rl CHARD (cont' d)
I"'mhere if you need ne, honey!

Sam gets up and goes in wth Denise.

Rl CHARD (cont' d)
Now | guess | amreally alone. Maybe
I should go sleep at the hospital ?

Ri chard gets dressed to go to the hospital. He notices it is
one AM He gets back into his bed. R chard wakes up | ater
to find Denise in bed next to him and Sam He slowly noves
out of bed. He takes Sam for a wal k.

CUT TO
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Thomas uses the restroom After coming out he notices Liz is
out from underneath the bl ankets. He wal ks over to tuck her
in. He noves the double wheelchair. Reaching for the

bl ankets he stops and whi spers.

THOVAS REED
Hey, Bal dy, you're gunna catch the
di ckens of a cold if you ...

He then | ooks closely in the sunlight. Liz is blue. He
freezes, and can't stop staring at her open, still eyes.
Thomas begins to break down.

THOMAS REED (cont' d)
l-,1-,1"mso very sorry you had to
die, Baldy. You were ny best friend!
Rest in peace. | |ove you!

Enoti onal, Thomas darts out of the roomto the front desk.
They are stunned to see himcrying. Joyce instantly rushes
into the room before Thomas can say a word.

In the room. ..

NURSE JOYCE
Oh, ny dear Liz.

Joyce | eans over Liz, getting Liz's face wet. She cl oses
Liz's eyes. Joyce calls for Doctor Connor. Thomas enters the
room He sees Joyce putting the bl anket over Liz.

THOVAS REED
Wi t!

Joyce | ooks over at Thomas. He slowy wal ks over to the bed.

THOMAS REED (cont' d)
Excuse ne, please.

Thomas picks up Liz's hand. He | ooks over to Joyce.

THOVAS REED (cont' d)
She's cold as winter.

Then he turns to Liz. He kisses her on the forehead a few
times, pats her head. Joyce watches in agony.

THOMAS REED (cont' d)
Sweet dreans, Bal dy.

CUT TO
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I NT. SAME DAY - LIZ'S HOUSE

The phone rings and Deni se answers from bed, as Richard and
Sam are downstairs. She puts the speaker on.

DENI SE
Hel | o!

Deni se hears a man cryi ng.

DENI SE (cont' d)
Hello sir, may | hel p you pl ease?

She hears chokes and cl earing the nose sounds.

THOVAS REED
Hello, Ms. WIIlians?

DENI SE
Yes, speaki ng.

THOVAS REED
This is Thomas Reed.

Denise's face fills with dread.

DENI SE
Ch no!

THOVAS REED
["'mterribly sorry, ma'am ... Baldy

di ed this norning.

A loud screamfills the house and causes Richard and Samto
rush upstairs. Denise is shivering badly.

RI CHARD
VWhat is it?

DENI SE
Liz is...dead!

Ri chard picks up the phone.

RI CHARD
Hell o, hello! Who is this?

THOVAS REED
This is Thomas Reed. Your daughter
died this norning, sir. I'msorry!

CUT TO
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Ri chard and Denise sit in unrelenting grief.

DOCTOR CONNOR
I"mvery sorry, folks. You may see
Liz nowif you wish. Ah, | nust warn
you, she is changing col ors quickly.

DENI SE
| don't care what ny daughter | ooks
like, I want to see her!

They all wal k down the hall to a nearby room Denise is
hol ding Richard's hand and it is red. The doctor opens a
steel drawer. A body covered in a white sheet slides out.

DOCTOR CONNOR
"Il leave you two al one.

Ri chard and Deni se battle fear and angui sh.

RI CHARD
I- I"ve done this a thousand tines
before ... but | can't now.

Denise lifts the sheet. Liz is a |light blue and gray.

DENI SE
Bye, baby. | love you! I will mss
you forever! You were ny life and al
| hoped for happiness! | |ove you!
Ri chard grasps the netal drawer.
Rl CHARD
I love you too, princess. See you in
the next life, baby! I'"'mso sorry you

got sick. It should have been ne.
The Doctor quietly returns.

DOCTOR CONNCR
You will need to nake arrangenents
for a funeral home to conme and get
Liz to prepare her for burial or

cremation. I"'mtruly sorry.
DENI SE
Does your staff still have her hair?

I will need it please, Doctor.

The doctor sm | es.



100.

Cont'd

DOCTOR CONNOR
O course we do.

Deni se and Richard return to Liz's room Thomas's secretary
is there. They are packing his suitcase.

DENI SE
I"msorry M. Reed if you have to be
i nconveni enced and nove as they
sterilize this room

Julie turns to Deni se.

JULI E ANDERSON
M. Reed is being discharged today.
H's treatnents ended early. He is
fine and no nore cancer.

Thomas wal ks over to Denise and Richard. He hugs Denise. He
pats Richard on the shoul der

THOVAS REED
Here is nmy card. If you need
anything, at all ... please call ne.
DENI SE

Thank you from both of us.

Later that day the school announces Liz's death. School is
cancel ed the next day. Sone friends cone to help Richard and
Deni se | eave the hospital. Denise ends up being admtted to
an energency room and heavily sedated. Richard stays al one
wi th Sam Nei ghbors conme by to check in on him

The follow ng norning Ms. Patel arrives at Richard' s house.
They sit for coffee. The house echoes in silence.

RI CHARD
Thanks for comng by today. Liz is at
the funeral honme now. |'m not sure

what we are going to do. Denise can
barely speak and is so doped up.

Ms. Patel sinply listens with a broken heart.

MRS. PATEL
It wasn't so | ong ago we buried our
daughter Nikita. I'mso sorry!

Ri chard crunbl es before her
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Rl CHARD
Does it ever get any better?

Ms. Patel npves next to Richard.

She pul I's out

MRS. PATEL
No, honey! Not this tine around. It
only gets further away fromt hat
awf ul day.

paperwor k from her purse.

MRS. PATEL (cont'd)
My husband and | had N kita buried
nine feet down. By [aw, we can pl ace
someone on top of her. That's how we
pl anned for it to be in our famly.

Rl CHARD
Soot hing sentinent, not to be al one.

MRS. PATEL
We want to bury Liz with N kita.

Richard holds Ms. Patel tightly.

Ri chard f unbl

VMRS. PATEL (cont'd)
Liz was famly to us. So if you want,
have the funeral honme call these
fol ks. They will arrange everything.

Rl CHARD
"Il call today! Denise is not in the
pl ace to nake deci si ons now.

MRS. PATEL
| was al so where she is. | told
Deni se about this another tine. She
won't mnd. Do you have Liz's hair?

es through a plastic hospital bag.

Rl CHARD
Yes, here it is.
MRS. PATEL
If you don't mnd, I will have this

braided with Nikita's hair. Then we
will all have themright with us at
all times, Richard.
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Rl CHARD
That is very sweet. | would |ove it!

MRS. PATEL
Conme over for dinner later. You need
to eat food. You and Sam can stay
with us for awhile. No need in being
| onely now. May | take Liz's clothes?

Rl CHARD
Yes. My Captain gave ne a nonth off
with pay. To take care of business.

MRS. PATEL
You will surely need the tine.

She gets up and hugs Richard, kisses himon the cheek.

MRS. PATEL (cont'd)
We journey this road together.

RI CHARD
Thank you.

CUT TO

EXT. DAY - ONE WEEK LATER CEMETERY - THANKSG VI NG DAY

A massive crowd of people fills the service for Liz. A
special police salute is perfornmed. Fire trucks and EMI
vehi cl es cover the | andscape in red and blue lights. Thomas
Reed is there to share sonme words.

THOVAS REED
| always knew | was a man, but |
never knew how to act like a man ...
until | met, Baldy. She changed ne,
and | changed her. W | aughed, and we
cried in each other's arms.

The falling autum | eaves bl anket Liz's casket.
THOMAS REED (cont' d)

| am donating twenty-five mllion
dollars to various research

| aboratories ... to help find a cure
for the di sease which confiscated ny
best friend' s life ... fromne.

( MORE)
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THOMAS REED (cont' d)
And | am avail able to her parents for
any needs they may have, small or
| arge. Sinply ask, and consider it
done!

Thomas | ooks down. He reaches into a bag and pulls out a

gi ant teddy bear that was N kita's, and a smaller one which
bel onged to Liz. He gently places themon the casket with

t he roses and autumm | eaves.

THOMAS REED (cont' d)
Two beautiful young ladies rest in
eternity here. Their spirits and
souls remnd us daily that famly is
a nutrient no human bei ng shoul d ever
be depri ved.

THOMAS REED (cont' d)
| have a new eneny in Cancer! This
foe shall | pursue with an insatiable
thirst. A mssion ny friend Baldy can
no | onger endure.

THOMAS REED (cont' d)
I will laugh with you agai n where
di sease and death are extinct. Were
t he pizza never ends, and the coffee
never bitters. Until then ... may we
| eft behind, always be worthy of your
prayers, protection and care.

THOMAS REED (cont' d)
I will mss you deeply! Thank you,
for your |love. Rest In Peace, Baldy!

A |l arge beautifully chiseled marble head stone reads ...

"Friendship is never lost, as long as there are those who
are willing to seek her out."

"If your day | eads you past this grave, please renenber the
tortured hearts of grieving parents everywhere!"

Ni kita Patel: Died 17 years of age.

Liz (Baldy) Wllians: D ed 17 years of age.

Toget her now for all the ages.

“I'n our brokenness we give thanks for their short lives."

RI1.P. - The End.



